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one side, and blind incredulity onthe other, may 
involve in ruin the happiest people and the best 
Government on the globe, and that history will 
record the fact that the pedple of the United States 
were incapable of self-government. 

One wordmore. There is aclass of men, small 
in numbers and in influence, who assume that the 
present controversy is a conflict, as they say, of 
two civilizations; that it cannot be reconciled; 
that freedom or slavery must now perish. The 
great body of those whom I represent do not thus 
believe We believe that there is no conflict of 
systems of labor in the different States which is 
incompatible with the peaceful existence of our 
Union. . We believe that the slaveholding and 
non-slaveholding States may still revolve in har- 
monious spheres, and that, if the question of 
slavery shall destroy our Union, it will not be 
because it could not be satisfactorily and right- 
fully adjusted, but because the statesmen of the 
day are incompetent to the task. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I cannot vote | 
for the resolution introduced by the Senator from || 
Kentucky; and I desire, in a single word; without | 
making a speech,to state the reason. ‘Things 
have reached acrisis. The crisis can only be met 
in one way effectually, in my judgment; and that 
is, for the northern people to review and reverse 
their whole policy upon the subject of slavery. 
I see no evidence anywhere of any such purpose 
On the contrary, the evidences accumulate all | 
around, day by day, that there is no such pur- || 
pose. In their newspapers, in the action of so 
many of their Legislatures as have assembled, in 
the speeches of their Senators, with but one or 
two rare exceptions, we have accumulated evi- 
dence that there is no purpose on the part of the 
northern people to reverse their action or their 
judgmentupon this question. The southern States 
do not expect that they are going to do it; and, 
having despaired of that reversal of judgment and 
that change of conduct, they are proceedmg in 
the only mode left them to vindicate their rights 
and their honor. I cannot vote for the resolution 
of.my friend from Kentucky, because it would be 
an intimation—darkly given, it is true, but yet an 
intimation—to my State which is moving, that 
there is a hope of reconciliation. I do not believe 
there is any such hope. I see no evidence upon 
which to base a hope. I see, through this dark 
cloud that surrounds us, no ray of light. To me | 
itis all darkness, midnight gloqm. I therefore, 
standing here as one of the Senators from m 
State to report faithfully what is going on, will 
hold out no false hope. I will not say to them, 
even by implication, that I believe that which, 
upon my soul, I do not believe. 

If the same spirit could prevail which actuates 
the Senator who has just now taken his seat, (Mr. 
Dixon,] a different state of things might be pro- 
duced in the next twenty days; but we know that 
is not the spirit of Republican Senators; it is not 
the spirit of Republican Representatives; it is not 
the spirit of the dominant party. They have | 
forced the matter to the present crisis, and they 
mean to stand by their arms. We have regis- 
tered our oaths in high Heaven that we will not 
submit. Submission, to us, is the deepest dis- 


i 


| do their duty. 





honor thatever fell upona free people. I will not, 
while things are progressing as they now are in 
my State, timate to the people there that I have | 
any hope of a different course. On the contrary, || 
to-day, speaking in this presence, under all the 
solemnities of this occasion, with all the responsi- || 
bilities which surround me, I say to them, there 
is no hope that this matter is to be remedied. 





| but, if sectional hate has sprung up, you cannot 





_We have heard what the Senator from New 
York has said; we have heard what the Senator 
from New Hampshire has said; we hear in pri- 
vate discourse what others say. We read your 
newspapers. We have noted the fact that the 
great leading journal of New York, next to the 
lribune—I speak of the Albany Evening Journal 
—proposed something which looked to a recon- 
ciliation; and the electoral college of that great 
State assembled a day or two after, and rebuked 
them for it. If any thirty-five men in the State 


3 


| from New York [Mr. Sewarp] more than twelve 


of New York understand the public sentiment of 


| that great State, the members of the electoral | 
| college are the men. They understand it better, | 
oor a that the two Senators and thirty-three 


Representatives. They rebuked that journal for.| 


| holding out the olive branch for an instant. 
Are these evidences that there is any disposition || work im earnest and unteach them in twenty-five 
| on the part of the Republicans to abandon any | 


| part of their programme? No, sir; what was 


said only yesterday, as reported to me by a Re- | 
publican member of the House, is true: ** We | 
never mean to ground our arms until we have | 
emancipated the Yast slave in America.” Thatis 

their purpose, disguise it as they may; and we | 
never mean to sink down to that position: Bet- 

ter, ten thousand times better, that we separate | 
in peace; but if that cannot be done, then we | 


| must separate in war. To be under your dom- | 


ination we cannot and will not: Calmly, delib- | 
erately, dispassionately, the southern people have 
made up their minds to that. 

Gentlemen talk about making appeals. I make 
no appeals, because I will not appeal where I | 
know my oo is to be rejected. I will not | 
make appeals that my own friends will read as a | 


hope that this difficulty may be reconciled. I || 
prefer to present to them the plain stubborn facts |) 
| as they are; to tell them that Republicanism has | 


shown no disposition to recede, and we stand | 


| face to face, and all that is left to us is either a | 


peaceable or a violent separation. 


| 

1 

{ deem it hardly necessary, Mr. President, to || 
say a word on the resolution introduced by my || 
It is sufficient, perhaps, || 


friend from Missouri, 
for me to say that the resolution, coming from | 
that quarter, amazed me. That a southern Sen- | 


ator, representing a State even as much exposed || 
as Missouri, should deliberately, in times like || 
these, propose to arm the Federal Government || 
for the purpose of protecting the fruntier, to es- || 


tablish military posts all along the line, struck | 
me with astonishment. Why, sir, if they are 
only to protect the line, the whole army of Rus- 
sia would be insufficient. If they are to make 
incursions into the States, North and South, and 
capture those who are supposed by military judg- 
ment to have offended against the laws, how far 
are they to go, and what are they to do when 
they get there? I see in that proposition the germ | 
of a military despotism, established in advance | 
of the period when we can sufficiently have vin- | 
dicated our honor and position. I want no mil- 
itary force on the frontier, or anywhere else, to 
compel American citizens or American States to 
If the States will not make their 
own citizens obedient to the laws of the country | 
there is no power left to make them obedient. te 


dience to the laws on the part of its citizens, and 
not tothe lederal Government by military force. 
I do not know what is to become of these armies, | 
or what is to be done with these military posts. | 
I fancy that, in the hands of the enemy, they 

might be turned against u8; they would hardly | 
ever be turned against the North. I, sir, for one, | 
believe, as my colleague believes, that this Union 
was founded in affection, and can only be main- 
tained in affection; that if the same spirit in 
which it was founded could be made to prevail, 
it would go on, prospering and to prosper, as it 
did during the first half century of its existence; | 


extinguish it by acts of Congress or by resolu- 
tions. 


cancer with a mustard plaster as to root up this 


| political disease by means like these. 


If it be true that the northern people have been 
taught in the schools and in the churches follow- 
ing the advice delivered to them by the Senator 


years ago, when he told them, “slavery must be 
abolished, and you and I must do it,” and that || 
the mode to do it was to begin in the schools and || 
in the churches; if this kind of teaching has so 

seized on the minds of the northern people that || 


i 


the rising generation; and even the young and || 


| hate us. 


| evidence of this. 





people with all the bitterness with which you have 
taught them to hate us, is it not nonsense to bring 
forward resolutions like these with the hope of 
remedying the evil? It has taken you twenty- 
five years to teach your people thus intently to 
If I could believe that you would goto 


years to come, [ would wait for it; but | see no 
Your teaching is going on; it 
is going on now in your newspapers, in your 


_ churches, and in your schools; and even your 


gray-headed Senators go home and inculcate it. 
We have been driven to a position where it is 
absolutely necessary for us to take care of our- 
selves. i will hold up no false lights to the 
State which LT represent. T will tell them the plain 
and stubborn truth, and let them act, as I think 
they ought to act, for themselves. I hope they 
will act like men and freemen; and whatever their 
action may be, I shall stand by them for good or 
for evil. If Senators on the other side have prop- 
ositions to submit which look to reconciliation, 
I will consider them; but they must be proposi- 
tions which, in my judgment, strike at the root 
of this evil, not mere propositions for delay, such 
as that introduced by my friend from Kentucky. 
1 can understand why a lawyer in court who has 
been driven to the wall may file an affidavit for 
delay, or put in a plea for delay; but I cannot 
understand why a southern Senator in the present 
condition of affairs puts ina plea, or an affidavit, 
or makes any application fordelay. We are bet- 
ter prepared to defend ourselves now than we 
shall be next year. The people are ripe for it. 
Let them go on. Hold out no delusive hopes. 
Let them meet the issue as it is, and I undertake 
to give my judgment that they will meet it suc- 
cessfully. 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, I did not intend 
to utter one word in regard to this resolution, ex- 
cept to vote for it; but I cannot permit the speech 
of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] to 
pass without some particular observation. Grant- 
ing the premises of his argument, which Ido not 
entirely grant, he has failed to justify the conclu- 
sion announced. After more than seventy years 
of liberty and happiness and prosperity as a con- 
federation of States, must we now acknowledge 
that our constituents, some thirty million in all, 
with every advantage that men could desire for 


| self-government, are unable to decide their differ- 
|; ences Ina aa manner? 


Why, sir, what 
hope is left for mankind anywhere? Will you 
pretend that the southern people are capable of 


| free government hereafter, ifthe y cannot now com- 


mune with their northern brethren upon fair and 


| honorable terms of adjustment? Orshall we, on 
belongs to cach State, for itself, to compel obe- | 


our side, indulge a pretension equally vain? We 


| staltify ourselves, all of us, in saying that we can- 


not hear, cannot discuss, and cannot compromise 
the controversy with which we are threatened. 
That is to say, in so many words, that our ex- 
periment of the Union is a failure; and, more than 
that, your southern confederacy will be a failure, 
and all other confederacies to the end of time. 
Mr. President, I have not attained any such con- 
clusion; I am not of opinion, as yct, that a ma- 
jority, or any considerable number of ee 
South or North, desire the bonds of this Confed- 
eracy to be torn asunder. There has been crim- 
ination upon both sides; there have been outrages 


| on both sides; there have been things which ought 


| 

| to be redressed, some by the arm of the law, some 

You might as well undertake to extracta | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


by a more faithful administration of our Federal 
and State Governments; but there has been noth- 
ing which cannot be redressed promptly, fairly, 


and in the most efficacious manner. believe, 


| before God and my country, that ninety-nine 
| hundredths of the people in every State, North 

|| and South, are anxious this day to redress all 
| outrages and all causes af reasonable complaint. 


Why, then, da we hear such defiances ex- 
changed? I heard them on Wednesday last, 
when | came hither and resumed my seat. I 
heard the Senator from Georgia [Mr, Iverson] 
declare that the people of the North hated the 


. . } ‘ 
active generation, have learned to hate the southern || people of the South, and the people of the South 
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| 
reciprocated that sentiment. 
ator has 
' ' wellason mine. Ido not mean to speak 
d wetfully of him; I speak of his accusation, 
d not of himself. I understood the Senator | 
1 New Hampshire [Mr. Haxe] to proclaim, 
ii like manner, not the gospel of peace between 
ren, but a circumspect waiting to ascertain 
whether Mr. Buchanan would or would not send 
lederal Army to coerce the State of South Car- 
ima. [ trust, sir, if Mr. Buchanan should com- 
iit so high-handed and fatal an act of violence | 
that, his term is not too brief, as President of | 
the United States, for him to be arraigned at our | 
bar by an impeachment. What would South | 
Carolina be worth to herself or to us, if she were | 
dragged captive in chains? I wish no State of 
this Union to be subjugated by her sisters. If 
ihe cannot be retained by the bonds of affection, 
or, if estranged, cannot be brought back to us by 
the arts of kindness, why, then, in God’s name— 
horrible as I esteem such an alternative—let her 
depart in sorrowful silence. 
| agree, sir, with much that was said by the | 
other Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] this 
morning. I believe it is no question of personal | 
liberty bills; no question of Pacific railroad pro- | 
jects; no question whether the fugitive slave act 
shall or shall not be enforced by arms—not even 
a question what our territorial policy ought to be. 
‘Lhe difficulty is, that we of the North do not un- 
derstand the southern people, and they do not 
rigitly understand us. I fear that no remedy 
iS Within the reach of Congress, and therefore I 
deprecate any discussion of particular questions. 
I hope the committee now to be appointed, in 
virtue of this resolution, will look beyond and | 
above all present controversies; and if it can do 
nothing else, as I think it cannot, will advise us 
to declare to our constituents, in some solemn 
fori, that no methods of legislation—no method 
of constitutional amendment to be inaugurated 
lere—can be of the slightest efficacy or use. We | 


must tell the people, in every State, to follow the || 


example of their fathers—to choose delegates for 
conventions of all the States separately, and after- 
wards for a convention of the States together. 
The entire field of controversy should be reviewed 
and patiently considered, in order, if possible, to | 
lay more deeply, more broadly, and, I trust, more 
wisely, the foundations of our common liberty | 
and security and happiness. 
It is easy for Senators from New Hampshire 


TE CONGRESSION AI 


'| ered. 


| of better counsels. 





have won their jast victory in the non-slavehold- 
ing States, and, assuredly, in the States northwest 
of the Ohio river. They did not win the presi- 
dential contest on any such propositions as some 


of them have announced on this floor, and they | 


know it. 

At all events, my honorable friend from Mis- 
sissippi ought neither to be deaf nor blind on this 
occasion; and for him, as well as for myself, I 
desire to express carnest gratitude to the honor- 
able Senator ffom Connecticut [Mr. Dixon] for 
the generous, manly, and noble speech just deliv- 
It was exactly the right speech; made at 
the right time; and 1 must say came from the 
right quarter. I accept it as an omen of purerand 


all of them, and give them all a respectful delib- 
eration. 


For myself, I will not quar- || 
‘| rel with any gentleman in regard to his particular | 
remedy or proposition; I am ready to examine | 


, GLOBE. 


ee 


I believe the Sen- |} frankly, that unless they approach this contro- 
pronounced a calumny on his constit- || versy in a spirit of honorable conciliation, they 












SS 


December 10. 





begging them for God’s sake to stave this thino 
off until the 4th of March, so that he may ge; 
out of the way of the shower before it cones 
{Laughter.] That is the position which I belicg. 
Mr. Buchanan occupies to-day. 

Now, sir, | want to say a word further. Son. 
gentlemen have undertaken to magnify the Posi- 
tion which so humble an individual as mysyjp 


|| occupies here, and have said to me verbally, and 


in writing from some of the adjoining States, t}yq; 


There is nothing, absolutely nothing, || 


which an honorable man would ask of me, or of | 
my constituents, that he cannot receive, and es- | 


pecially, sir, if he should ask it in words of kind- 
ness. Let us have done with mere altercations. 
Is it not an utter disgrace that the first men of the 


| Republic should come hither, at the seat of Fed- 

deral Government, representing the sovereignty | 
| of their proud States at home, when the fabric of | 
our common liberty is tottering to destruction, | 


and instead of stretching forth their arms to sta 
such ruin, should fold them inanely, helplessly, 
and hopelessly, as did the Roman Senators at a 
time of barbaric invasion. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I rise to correct 
a misapprehension of the Senator from Ohio, in 
a statement which he has made of some remarks 
that [ made here a few days ago. Ido not know 


| that I ever spoke in my life when I was so per- 


sistently and so obstinately misrepresented. I 


| do not refer now to the Senator from Ohio, be- 


cause I do not think a Senator here would do it; 
but I speak of a few craven, cowardly, infamous 


| wretches, that in the providence of God have 


and Massachusetts upon the one side, and Senators || 


from Georgia and Mississippi upon the other, to 
debate Union ordisunion as a logical controversy; 
but to you [the Vice President, in the chair] 
and to me, to our wives and children, to our im- 
mediate neighbors, it is a question of life and 
death. I hope there is no Senator who will not, 
under such circumstances, bear patienuy with us. 
I hope the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Browy] | 
will reconsider his determination, 1 do not be- | 
lieve that his noble constituency would think 


worse of him because, in response to an appeal of || 


amity and friendship, he planted himself in the | 
very door of reconciliation, and kept it open as | 
long as any one would speak a single kind word. | 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator will allow me a | 
moment. I never intimated that we would not | 


listen to appeals; I never said that thiscase could || 


not be adjusted; but I said there was no disposi- 
tion on the Republican side to do it. My friend 
from Ohio and I have not the power todo it, He 
is not speaking for the Republicans. They are 
the power in the Government, and, so far as we 
have had any intimations from them, they have | 
no propositions to make, and none toaccept. My | 
friend from Ohio and I might talk to the end of 
the next century, and agree or disagree as much 
as we pleased 
Mr. BENJAMIN, 
in five minutes, 
Mr. BROWN. 
culty at all. 
cause to him {laughter} and the Democrats to me, | 
we will settle the question before the sun goes | 
down, without the least trouble in the world. 
Then I cannot have any difficulty with him. It 
is the power behind him I am talking abeut, 
Mr. PUGH. My honorable friend from Mis- 
sissippi bas no “‘ Republicans” toconquerat home. 
‘That duty remains to me, and to more than a | 
million like me. I tell him, and I now tell them ' 





You and he could agree | 


He and I would have no diffi- | 


If the Republicans will trust their || 





'| found themselves editors of some of our northern 
|| papers, and seein to think itis incumbent on them 


to utter an apology, about once a week, that God 
ever sent such miserable wretches into the world. 
It is from their hands that this persistent misre- 
presentation comes. I understood the honorable 
Senater from Ohio to say that 1 had declared 
that I wanted to wait to see if Mr. Buchanan 
would not send a Federal army down to coerce 
South Carolina. 

Mr. PUGII. I say to the Senator frankly that 
I did so talauad his remarks—not that he 
used those words, but that was the amount of 
what he said, as I thought. [ shall be very happy 
if the Senator did not mean that. 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir, if so intelligent a man 
as the Senator from Ohio misunderstood me in 
that respect, I ought to abate a little of those ad- 
jectives that I have heaped on those editorial 
wretches. [Laughter.] 

Mr. PUGH. [think you had better leave the 
adjectives out. 

Mr. HALE. I have read that speech over and 
over again; I have received various letters in 
relation to it; and I said in it just exactly what 
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Davis] said 
to~lay; nothing more, nothing less; and I a 
it: we ought to look this matter fairly in the face. 
I said further, that, in my humble judgment, the 
course of events would Lad to war; and when 
the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] asked 
me if I meant to threaten war, I repeated over 
and over again that I meant no such thing; but 


|| I believed that the course of events was tending 


in that direction, I said it, and I believed it; and 


I believe it now. I deprecate it as much as any. 
man on this floor can; I would make as much 
honorable concession as any man can; but I 
should scoru myself, and the gallant people that 
sent me here would scorn me, if I could stand up 
on this floor to menace war. I will go further. 
I will say to the Senator from Ohio, that I not 
only never said, but I never had such a thought 
as that Mr. Buchanan would send an army down 
to South Carolina. i will tell you, sir, what I 
believe to bé his position—and io sorry to be 
provoked to say it. I believe that, instead of 
sending an army down to South Carolina, Mr. 
Buchanan is on his knees before them to-day, 














| ° + . . 
| ticular act, but of a series of acts. 


something—much—depended upon the course t}),; 


| L and some others not quite so humble as mysy|; 
| take in this matter. 
| spaired of doing anything; because, when | o; 


3ut, sir, I have almost d 


up and say I am for peace and fear war, ti y 
swear that I threaten war and that I do not wait 
peace. {Laughter.] That is just the way the 
public press misrepresents; and I have nothing to 
say. 

There was one thing which the honorable Sey. 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] said while he 
was up, that I did not exactly catch; and nothine 
but my reluctance to break in upon a gentleman 


. © . . o 5 
while he is speaking, prevented me from asking 


| him at that time if | understood him correctiy. 
|| He said thathe appealed to this side, to this party, 
| who had committed the act which had driven Us 


to this position. As 1 did not get the floor of 
the Senate, | went over and asked the Senator 
from Mississippi privately if I understood him, 
becausey although the Senator from Georgia, the 
other day, represented that there is a siate of 
armed neutrality here; that nobody here ever goes 
to the other side, and that nobody there ever comes 
here, I will say that whenever I have had occasioy 
to go over on that side, even though it were to 
address the Senator from Georgia himself, I hay 
always met kind, courteous, and gentlemanly 
treatment. 

Mr. IVERSON. 
skin deep. 

Mr. HALE. Well, then, sir, | have done you 
more credit than youdeserve. [Laughter.] Thus 
encouraged, | went over and asked the Senator 


Tt is all on the surface; only 


| from Mississippi candidly, and it seems I mis- 


understood him. He did not speak of any par- 
Now, sir, I 
declare, before God and the country, that ther 


is no.one thing that I more desire in this world 


| than to see that bill of indictment fairly, !on- 


estly, and intelligently made out. What is it tuat 
my State has done? [represent but one State. 
Iam unfortunate. A great many gentlemen icp- 
resent whole squads of States. [Laughter | | 
only represent one, and she is one of the smailest 
in the Union. I should be glad to see the bill of 
indictment fairly and squarely and legitimately 


and constitutionally made out. 1 would ask gen- 


| emen to put their finger on the place and nani 


the time and th® occasion when the State whic! 
I have the honor in part to represent here has 


| done anything inconsistent with her constitutions 
| dignity and her constitutional duty—inconsisteui 


with that fraternal feeling which should goveru 
the representatives of the States of this Confed- 
eracy. And, sir, I can tell the honorable Senator 
from Georgia that, when I speak of this fraternal 
feeling, it is a little more than skin deep with m 
I have gloried in the Union and in the county, 
and the whole of it; and I believe, sir, that if ev: 


| days are before us, they are the just judgmcn's 


of a righteous God for the iniquities of a peop! 
who have been blind to His mercies and reckies 
in the use of the great privileges that He has! 
stowed upon them. 

But I beg now, and once for all, to assure i 
honorable Senator from Ohio, and every otic! 
Senator, and everybody else who pays the least 
regard to what falls from so humble a source is 
myself, that I have never said anything that eve) 
sophistry could torture into a menace of war. ! 
come here, sir, to perform my duty under 
Constitution, and [ am willing to meet any # 
everybody and say, that if there can be poiv' 
out anything in which the State that I represet' 
has come short of her whole canstitutional duty, 


| in Jetter and in epitits she wiil do what she neve! 


did in the face of an enemy, and that is, take @ 
backward step, She has no pride of opinion the 
will influence her beyond her canstitutional duty 
She is ready to perform that, and all that, and | 


stand there, Jt is thus that she expects the Univ 


will be preserved, and go down to posterity suc! 
as we haye hoped that it would be, and as [ hav: 
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hoped; for, sir, I have hoped that when the angel 
of Revelations stood at last with one foot upon 
the earth and the other upon the sea, and swore 
by Him that liveth forever and ever that time 
should be no longer, this great Republic would be 


the last that would be wound up. That has been 








| 


my hope and my desire ; I have labored for it, | 


and am willing to labor for it; but | am not wi'- 
ing that my humble efforts should be perverted 
and misrepresented. 
she honorable Senator; but [assure him that after 


1 donot apply that term to | 


we adjourn, or upon some Friday or Saturday | 


when we adjourn over, and he has answered all 


jis letters, and done all the rest of the works of | 


necessity and mercy that lie before him, if he will 
take up my poor speech and read it, he will find 
that he has done me and the speech great injus- 
tice, and I know he will feel repentant when he 


{laughter;)} takeitas itwas,and let the eye of friend- 


ship scan it and pronounce upon it, and it was | 


not much; but when it comes to be perverted and 
nfsrepresented, and made the thing that it was 
not, t 

injustice he has done. 

Mr. PUGH. 
Senator from New Hampshire. I did understand 
his speech as I said; but I am very happy to be 
under the necessity of apologizing, he h 
much more pleasant impressions on my mind by 
this speech than he did by the other. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, | wish to say 
but a very few words. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator from Virginia will 


know the Senator will be sorry for the | 


I certainly must apologize to the || 


mentary form than from any other reason, should 
lead them in any quarter to expect that it is com- 
petent to us, that we have the power to avert the 
perils that are impending. I should expect much 
from the northern and eastern States if they were 
to go into State convention, look at the evil as it 
exists, and apply a remedy if it be within their 
power.’ 

What is the evil? Gentlemen have well said, 
it is not the failure to execute this fugitive slave 
law; it is not the passage of these liberty bills, 
as they are called, in various of the States; it is 
a social war—so far not a war of arms—a war 
of sentiment, of opinion; a war by one form of 
society against another form of society. 
sibly may have a misinformed judgment, but I 
rely upon it until corrected; and my judgment is 


|| satisfied that, for some reason, the population in 
sees it, because it was poor enough at the best, 


the States having no slaves, tveling their great 


I pos- | 


numerical majority, and having nursed this senti- | 


ment, this mere opihion about social forms exist- | 


| 


ing elsewhere, have in some manner unfortu* 


nately brought themselves to a determination to 
extinguish it. I do not mean by any immediate 
blow, by any present law; but itis their purpose, 


having obtained possession of the Federal power, | 


to use that power in every form to bring that 


| social condition to a close. 
I look upon it then, sir, as a war of sentiment | 
| and opinion by one form of society against another | 


as left so || 


allow me, I will answer the question of the Sen- || 


ator from New Hampshire, before he proceeds, 
or afterwards, as he pleases. 

Mr. MASON. 
to say; fam not going to make a speech. 
resolution, as it stands, is to refer certain parts 


of the President’s messsage to a committee of the | 


Senate—nothing more. The concluding para- 
graph, giving authority to the committee to report 
by bill or otherwise, seems to me surplusage, 
because every committee of the Senate has that 
authority without its being specially given. © It 
is, therefore, simply a resolution to refer certain 
portions of the President’s message to a commit- 
tee of the Senate. Now, sir, I am not at liberty 


I have but a very few words | 


The | 


to vote against it, and | trouble the Senate with a | 
very few remarks only lest my vote in favor of it | 


should be misconstrued elsewhere. There is a 


possibility that a vote in the affirmative may in | 


some parts of the country, in the popular judg- | 


ment, ascribe to the Senator so voting an idea that 
there is to be found in Congress any remedy for 
the present condition of the country. I fear it 
would mislead the public mind; that it would in- 
duce them to hope or to expect that it was within 
the reach of legislation here in some way to save 
the country from the dissolution that is immi- 
nently pending. I shall vote for the resolution; 
but without an idea that it is possible for any 


thing that Congress can do to reach the dangers | 


with which we are threatened. 


are not looking to Congress for any legislation 
competent even to mitigate or palliate, far less to 
prevent those dangers. My State and a great 
many others of the slaveholding States of this 
Confederacy are going into convention with a 
view to take up the subject for themselves, and 
as separate, sovereign communities, to determine 
what is best for their safety. I know that the 
public mind in the State of Virginia is in no 
Sense, in no manner, directed to Congress with 


any idea that it is competent to them to afford | 


relief, The States are taking the subject into 
their own hands. I should regret extremely if 
the passage of this resolution should lead the 
ciuzens of the other States, the non-slaveholding 


adjustment of these differences. 
lead them. I should certain! 


States North and East and West would do as | 


we are doing in the South, resolve themselves 
into their separate political communities and 


there determine whether anything and what can | 


be done to save this Union. If they look to us 


with any such hope, they are misled, in my | 


judgment. 


au 
t) 


| to apply a remedy. 


form of socicty. 
undertake to predict; but if there be a remedy for 
it, itis not here; it must be at home in their own 
State councils; and 1 should regret extremely if 
any vote I am to give here should mislead public 
Saha so far as to lead them to suppose that 
they are to look here for satety. If the people 
would go into convention in all those States, as 
we are driven into convention, take up the sub- 
ject, probe it, analyze it, look back to history and 
see what it is, they would have it in their power 
y. The remedy rests in their 
hands, not in Congress; in the State councils of 


| the several States; in the political society of the 


| the Government which they abandoned. 


States, to look to Congress for any hope of an | 
It would mis- | 
hope that those | 


several States; and if we induce them, by any act 


How that will end, I will not | 


of ours here, to look to Congress for safety, we | 
| shall mislead them. 


I fear, too, sir, that in what fell from the hon- 


orable Senator from New York, we are admon- | 
ished of the sort of legislation that is looked to | 
on that side as a remedy for impending dangers. 


The honorable Senator says that it is the duty of 
the Executive head of the Confederacy to exe- 
cute the Jaws; that itis the duty of Congress, if 
he has not sufficient power now under the law, to 
give it to him; that he knows of nothing that can 
resist the laws unless it originates in insurrection 
or rebellion, which is to be put down. That is 
the sort of legislation, that is the sort of remedy, 
to which that honorable Senator looks. That 
means, Mr. President, that in the relation which 
subsists between the States of the Union and the 
Federal power, State existence is not to be recog- 
nized; and that if a State abandons the Union, 


hw || Separates from it, severs all political connection 
Sir, in my own State | know that the people | 


with it, that fact is not to be recognized by, or 
known to, the Federal Government. <A State in 
the full plenitude of her sovereignty entirely re- 
sumed by her fundamental law, absolves her citi- 
zens from the allegiance they formerly held to 
j That 
is not to be known; but the law is to march 
straight forward, like the car of Juggernaut, 
crushing all who may oppose it. That I under- 
stand to be the doctrine of the Senator from New 
York; his construction of Federal power. Well, 


sir, if it be true, I am not one of those who will | 
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we shall be obliged to address the Senate on this 
subject; not theorizing, not as arguments to meet 
prospective ills, but to meet events that occur, 
facts that exist and are practically before us; 
when it will devolve on the American Senate to 
determine whether, in the execution of the Ped 
eral laws against a State that has separated itself 
from the Confederacy, the Federal jurisdiction 
treats it as a mere insurrection or rebellion, orc 
whether itis to be treated as war. IT fear that 
that day may come, and come speedily; but ‘* suf- 
ficient unto the day is the evil thereof.’ Id 
sire only that the vote which I shall give for the 
proposition to refer a partof the President's mes- 
sage to a committee of the Senate, may not mi 
lead anybody, so far as my vote goes, into an 
idea that the people can look to the Senate or to 
the House for relief in the present emergency 
They must look at home, to their State conven- 
tions, and nowhere else. 

Mr. BIGLER. Ido not rise, Mr. President 
for the purpose of taking a general view of | 
present unhappy condition of the country. No 
one could do that at this time, without more d 
liberate consideration than I have had the oppor- 
tunity of giving the subject. Sir, it seems to m 
no Senator can close his eyes to the dangers 
which surround our common country. At this 
very moment, the great heart of the Republic 
throbs deeply, and the whole system shows evi 
dence of sickness and decay. Sir, | approach 
this question with the utmost diffidenee—— 

Mr. HALE. , With the consent of the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania, | move that the Senate 
adjourn. , 

Mr. DAVIS. Before that motion is put, I wil! 
answer the question which the Senator from New 
Tlampshire put to me, if he desires it, 

Mr. HALE. Oh, no. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator does not desire 
an answer, | will not give it. 

Mr. BIGLER. Before the motion is put, 1d 
sire to say a word. I fear that the motion of the 
Senator from New Hampshire to which I yielded, 
may lead to a misunderstanding that L intend to 
make a full, elaborate speech on this question. | 
do not. My intention ts only to thank the Sen 
ator from Connecticut for the manly position 
which he has taken, and to answer, to some ex- 
tent, the views of the Senator from Virginia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senato: 
pause? The confusion in the Chamber is so great 
that the Senator on the floor cannot be heard; and 
the Chair considers it his duty to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate in an emphatic manner to it. 

Mr. BIGLER. I yield to the motion to ad- 


’ 


| journ. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. r 
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The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


| by Rev. Dr. Jenkins, of Philadelphia. 


lend my aid or my vote to any legislation con- | 
templating such a state of things. They may | 
call it what they please; they may call it putting | 
down resistance to the laws, or insurrection, or | 


rebellion, or treason, in a citizen, but at last it is 


, 43 
war—open, undisguised war, by one political | 


yoWer against another political power. ‘That is 


| it; and the honorable Senator, seeking to evade— 
| I use the term in no offensive sense; but the hon- 


Tshould regret extremely, therefore, ifan affirm- | 
ve vote on my part, which will be given for || 
‘@ resolution more from what is due to parlia- || Senate on this subject. The day may arise when 


orable Senator, seeking to characterize it in some 
terms that belong to civil jurisdiction, calls it in- 
surrection or rebellion. ‘The meeting of one po- 
litical power with another political power in hos- 


tility, in arms, is war, and can come to nothing || 


else. 
I did not mean, as I said, sir, to address the 


l\ 
| 


The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of State, transmit 
ting an abstract of returns of registered Americat 
seamen; which was laid on the table, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Interior, 


| transmitting a report from the Superintendent of 


Public Printing respecting the printing of the 
House of Representatives, which was referred to 
the Committee on Printing, and ordered to be 
printed; and a report in relation to estimated cd 

ficiencies for paper and printing for the ‘Thirty 
Sixth Congress; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
Mr. CRAWFORD asked and obtained leas 


to withdraw from the files of the House the papers 
in the case of Mrs. Elizabeth Spear, for reference: 


| to the pension bureau, 


SERVICE ON SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 
The SPEAKER stated that the question before 
the House was on seconding the demand for the 
previous question an the request of Mr. Hawkins 
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to be excused from serving on the special com- 
mittee of one from each State, to which was 
referred that portion of the President’s message 
relating to secession movements, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. lLask the gentleman 
from Florida to withdraw his demand for the 
previous question to enable me to assign my 
reasons for voting to excuse him. 

Mr. HAWKINS. 1 will, of course, withdraw 
it with great pleasure to accommodate the gentle- 
man from Ohio. It was my intention, when | 
came into the House this morning, to withdraw 
it myself, without any request of that kind, so 
that [| myself might be enabled to make some few 
remarks for the purpose of better defining my 
rosition before the country. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I prefer, of course, 
to hear the reasons of the gentleman from Flerida 
more at length; and when he concludes, I shall 
ask to submit some on my own part. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I was entitled to the 
floor, and do not recognize any understanding 
which shall foreclose my chance. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Florida to withdraw his demand 
for the previous question, and that he wishes 
now to be heard. He is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HAWKINS. Mr. Speaker, finding that 
my views and motives for asking to be excused 
from serving upon the committee of thirty-three, 


have not only been misunderstood, but misrepre- | 
sented, I will endeavor in a few remarks to define | 


my position somewhat more specifically than | 
have already done, and place myself in the true 
attitude in which I stand in relation to the ques- 
tion pending before the House. 

In this whole matter, sir, | have been guided 
by my own ideas as to what was appropriate to 
the occasion, nor did I hold counsel with a single 
person as to the course I should adopt. The 
solution of the question was so simple, the con- 
clusions to be arrived at so easily attained, I 
deemed advice superfluous, and I acted upon the 
dictates of my own exclusive judgment. 

lt is true, sir, after | had marked out my line 











I make these remarks, sir, because the compar- | recrimination, cach party accusing the other of 
ative sparsity of population of my State, and her | 


weakness, as it is termed, have been sneered at, 
as if power alone is to command respect, and 
oppression was to be the destiny of that people 
who do not possess the requisite physical power 
by itself to redress a wrong or resent an insult, 
Florida, sir, weak as she is, powerless as she 
may appear, could not be coerced to remain in the 
Union if she chose to go out. Such an attempt 


would be resisted by a force, if necessary, of ten | 
times the number of your standing Army, rushing | and a — is always more dangerous than 


to the rescue from every southern State. 
But, sir,toreturn. As I have before remarked, 


j 
i 


perfidy and breach of faith. 

The process now attempted by way of a pan- 
acea for the ills surrounding us, (though I say 
it with the greatest respect for the motives of jis 
excogitators,) I regard as the veriest empiricism 
a cure to be effected by nostrums, herbs, emo}lj_ 
ents, homeopathic doses. It will not do, sir. |; 
is a case of surgery. It requires the scalpel of 
a Mott ora Carnochan. The patient may be re- 
lieved for a time, but a relapse is certain to follow: 


the original attack. 
As to the composition of this committee, with 


Florida has determined to settle for herself, and || the greatest possible deference to yourself, Mr. 


in her own way, the time, the mode, and manner 
of redress. 
consideration the action of this very committee, as 
well as all 6ther matters connected with her at- 
titude as now presented, orany other which in the 
future she may assume. 


¢ It must be admitted, sir, that the Lepresenta- | 


tives in this body are but the agents of the States 
from which they are reé spectively sent; not that 
they are members solely constituted for those 
States, but, in accordance with the doctrine of Mr. 


Burke, they are to legislate for and extend a fost- | 
ering care over the interests of the entire Union. | 


The Representative is the agent, the State is the 
principal. When the State acts, or assumes to 
act, the agency is virtually at an end, and dis- 
solved, If this were not so, the principal and the 
agent would be coequals, and possess concomi- 
tant powers, and the latter, perchance, might in- 
fringe upon the rights and authority of the former. 
| tis said, if members decline to serve upon this 
committee, why be members at all? What right 
have they to make this committee an exception to 
the ordinary rules of legislation? I have an- 
swered already in part. I say further, because | 
| have no power of attorney upon this subject—I 
have received no instructions proper. The subject 
before the House is not one of ordinary legislation, 


\| but of most extraordinary character, unlooked for, 


of conduct, and after Il had acted upon the matter, | 


I did ask the opinions of many southern mem- 
bers; and with one or two exceptions, they most 
cordially agreed with the course | had taken. 

Of course, sir, at this time I have no idea of 
making a formal or set speech—such a one, how- 
ever, L anticipate delivering before I leave this 
Hall, setting forth the causes which have impelled 
my State to the course she has already pursued 
aud will pursue within the next thirty days. 

In the first place, sir, if 1 consented to serve 
upon this committec, | would be ae myself 
ina false position. Every one who consents to 
serve upon that committee, (m my opinion,) 
though he may not be bound by its ultimate ac- 
tion, certainly commits himself to the projét of 
its formation as a means of compromising and 
settling the disputes now existing between the 
North and Southy the removal of grievances and 
an adjustment of all questions now agitating the 
country. 

Now, sir, by virtue of the powers intrusted me 
by the people of my State, 1 might act upon such 
a committee in circumstances different from those 
now existing; but my State, sir, has already taken 
the initiative, and her Legislature has ordered an 
election for the purpose of choosing members to 


a convention to be convened on the 3d day of | 


January, 1861. Florida is then to act in her 
sovereign capacity, as a member of this Confed- 
eracy, a peer of thirty-two other sovereignties. 
She will then take such steps and pursue such 
measures, as may be compatible with her dignity, 
her safety, and her honor. 

itis true, sir, in population, a population re- 
tarded in growth by untoward circumstances, she 
is numerically weak; but yet, sir, she is not the 
less sovereign, not the less entitled to all the 
rights, powers and immunities of her sister States. 
Switzerland, among the nations of Europe, so far 
as her rights are concerned, and as a sovereign 
Power, is entitled to the same political considera- 
tion as France, and Portugal the same as Russia; 
and [ might add, in this Confederacy of States, 


Florida, for the same reasons, is the peer and | 


equal of New York. Fora long period of time 
the diminutive Republic of San Mario existed 
as an independent Power, with all the attributes 
of full and perfect sovereignty. 


not anticipated when. was elected a member of 
this House. 

But, sir, while I have received no positive in- 
struction, L confess I feel myself virtually instruct- 
ed. It matters but little as te the medium or 
channel by which ideas, thoughts, or wishes may 
be conveyed. Iam satisfied, from all the indi- 

| cations in my State—by the unanimity which has 
characterized its acts; the settled and stern re- 
solve, fromthe Executive to the humbiest citizen, 


to seek redress through some other agency than | 


that of compromise—that, were I to serve upon 
this committee, such assent would elicit the most 
emphatic and general denunciation. 

But, sir, | must not be understood as shrinking 
from responsibility behind the barrier of implied 
instructions. The action already taken and that 
which is inevitably to follow chimes with my own 
views, and findsa cordial echoing response in every 
feeling and sentiment of my heart. 

So, Mr. Speaker, you must see, that by accept- 

| ing a position upon this committee 1 would com- 


j 
| 


promise myself, compromise my constituents by | 


consenting to serve upon jt as one of its constit- 
uent parts. Under such circumstances, I would 
certainly deem it illiberal and unjustin the House 
to persist in my serving, thereby using its inhe- 
rent power of quasi coercion to produce such a 
result. L ask, sir, if there is any member of this 
|| body who would be willing to do aught in the 
| House contrary to the direct or implied instruc- 


She will, beyond doubt, take into | 


| 
| 


| 
} 


Speaker, I must say, in all candor, I regard it as 
unfortunate and ill-advised. Iam satisfied, sir, if 
left to the dictates of your judgment and the hon- 
est impulses of your heart,a different réle would 
have been played, adifferent formation have been 
the result. Now, sir, I do not wish to be invid- 
ious or personal in my remarks. I have not the 
| slightest personal animosity against any member 
of this body; and whatever I utter is to be taken in 
a political sense, and in the light of fair criticism, 
1 wish to be parliamentary, sir; so much so that 
I may even meet with the approbation of my 
friend from Virginia. Yes, sir, 1 wish to be like 
| the madman in the play, who swore he would not 
| tie his cravat without a warrant from Justice 
Overdo. 

Upon this committee, Mr. Speaker, I do not 
see the name of any Democrat from the powerful 
and mighty Northwest. I believe the party in 


| that region numbers some several hundreds of 
| thousands of voters: me had a right to be heard 


_ in this matter; for, though only Democrats, com- 
| mon charity would suggest that they felt some 
| little interest in this question, in the integrity and 
| preservation of the Union, if preserved it can be. 


|| I would have been glad to have seen my friends 


| from Ohio (Messrs. VaLLanpicHam and Cox] and 


|| my friends from Illinois, [Messrs. Locaw and 
|| McCiernanp,] noble and true spirits, who have 


| always stood by the South and fought her battles— 
| 1 would have been glad to have seen some of their 


|| names upon this committee. 


I suppose this committee was intended to have 
| been a representative committee, one reflecting the 
| policy, the rights, the interests, the opinions of 
| the people of the various States of the Union. If 


|| this was not the case, the great end and aim of the 


committee would not be attained. Its materials 
| are singularly incongruous and heterogeneous; for 
we see all shades, phases, and complexions of 
political sentiment, from the strongest Republican 
to the extreme Democrat; from the most savory 
Unionist to the rankest Secessionist. Ali-this, 
|| however, was very proper, and necessarily arose 
|| from the wish to obtain a committee composed of 
| all these ingredients; and if these could agree, and 
|| did agree, the panacea would be successful. 
|| Now, sir, I cannotthink thatthe gentleman fiom 
| Maryland is a fair exponent of the opinions of 
the people of that State. 1 believe, sir, that the 
|| Legislature of Maryland passed some resolutions 
rather denunciatory of the gentleman—and I re- 
| gret to say it—for voting for you, Mr. Speaker, 
| and by that vote constituting you the presiding 
| officer of this body. This may have been very 
| unjustin the people of Maryland; but they seemed 
| to think that the vote for Speaker was the test of 
| southern fealty, and that all who voted for you 





} 





| were either Republicans out and out, or at least 
| Republicans in sympathy and affiliation, and con- 


_ tions of his constituents? This is my case. Itis |, sequently.enemiesof one great interest of the State 
| true, my instructions are not in totidem verbis, but || —slavery. Ifthe criterion or test before alluded to 


| [have shown they are implied; and with a right- | 


minded man there exists no difference. I know, 


sir, | might unite in a minority report, or bring 


in one myself; but I do not wish, through my 


agency, to throw the least obstacle in the way of 


the committee. 
My second ground of objection to serving upon 
this committee is, that I believe its action will 
elicit no favorable resuits, and effect nothing, I 

| have no confidence in congressional legislation 
/as a means of restoring permanent peace and 
| harmony to the country. 


Has itever done so? 
Have these compromises ever brought with them 


any yaw healing remedies for the wounds in- 


| flicte 


upon the Constitution and the country? 


|| So far from it, they themselves have originated 
\| the bitterest quarrels, producing crimination and 


| is correct, the appointment was not appropriate; 

|| for one must possess superhuman virtue to repre- 
sent honestly and faithfully a great and com- 
manding interest of a State, when at heart he may 
be averse to that interest. I may do the gentle- 
man wrong; if so, I am to be corrected; but till 
then, I must be guided by the resolutions of @ 
sovereign State, passed, I believe, with only one 
dissenting voice. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I rise to correct one of the 
|| Statements just made by the gentleman trom 
| Florida. 

Mr. HAWKINS. LIcannot yield the floor. 
Mr. BRIGGS. The gentleman has misrepre- 
| sented me; and all I desire to do is to correct him 
| 

i 








and set myself right. He misrepresents the vole 
which I gave for you, Mr. Speaker. 
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a Mr. HAWKINS. I must call the gentleman 
, I decline to yield. 








to order. ” . 
Mr. BRIGGS. I only .wish to say that the 
gentleman is wrong in his statement, so far as I 
Mr. Speaker, upon the ground stated; that is, as 
exhibiting my opposition to the interest and rights 
of any section of this Union. It was, I hold, a 
national and conservative vote. 

Mr. HAWKINS. The gentleman is only in 
the incipient stage of comprehension. I was al- 
luding not to members from the free but to mem- 
bers from the southern slave States. The gen- 
leman from New York is nota southern man. 

Mr. BRIGGS. The gentleman referred to 
those who voted for our present Speaker. 

Mr. HAWKINS. No, sir 

Mr. BRIGGS. ‘Then | am mistaken. 

Mr. HAWKINS. 
centleman were not Alexander, he would be the 
other man, Diogenes. (Laughter.] 

Mr. Speaker, there wereaSrewart,a HuGues, 


concerned. My vote was not given for you, | 


the blood of my friends shed in the streets of Harper’s Ferry ; 
and if there is a man who has a right to speak to that sub 
ject, itis myself; and yet [ have torborne to speak on the 
subject. | have remained silent for various reasons, not 
the least of which is, that the distinguished Senator before 
me [Mr. Mason] is engaged in the investigation of the facts 
connected with the whole affair, and will present them 


| leave it tojudge of them. 


I have no doubt that if the | 


| Which might not have sounded parliamentary. 


"There is another reason which, I must confess, has 


also influenced me in this matter. I know (and Lhave been | 


painfully conscious of it whenever my mind has reverted 


|| fully and fairly, at the proper time, before the country, and | 


to that dark day) that when the heart feels most, the tongue 
| refuses to perform its wonted task. 


* And, sir. when | have heard gentlemen on the other 
side of the Woor stand up and derisively refer to that in 


famous outrage, I have been hardly able to retain my seat, | 


and refrain trom the expression of my indignation in terms 
My mind, 
sir, has again and again, during this discussion, gone back 
to that dark October evening, when I stood by the side of 
a friend, and laid my hand upon his brow where the death 
damp was gathering, while the blood was gushing from his 
noble heart, and I have been often disposed to say, in apol 


| Ogy for my forbearance : 


aKunxe., a Harris,anda WesstTer, from whom || 
aselection could have been made, neither of whom || 
comes here with the marked and emphatic disap- | 


probation of the State of Maryland. She is a 
noble State, sir; always patriotic; always ready 
to do her devoir in behalf of our country. In the 
war of the Revolution, the troops of the Mary- 
land line performed prodigies of valor; and in the 
campaign in the South, by them were battles 
saved and victories won. At the hard-fought 


battle of the Cowpens, nothing saved the day but | 
a charge with the bayonet by these troops of || 


Maryland, led by the gallant Howard; while 
they fought most nobly, and covered themselves 


with glory, at Eutaw, King’s Mountain, and Guil- | 


ford Court-House. 
to a representative man. 


Maryland was entitled, sir, | 


| direct cause of the Harper’s Ferry invasion.” 
* * * * as * * 


took place a month before the John Brown raid. 


There are other appointees upon this commit- | 


tee subject to criticism. I have only selected one 
of the most glaring of the cases. If asked what 
is all this to me, inasmuch as I decline to serve 
upon the committee, I answer, I want the country 
to know that it cannot, does not, represent the true 
sentiment of some of the States, and that a great 
moral effect is sought to be produced by some- 
thing that savors of a constructive fraud. So far 
as the extreme South is concerned, | tellthem this 
committee is the Grecian horse introduced into 
Troy. The object is to gain time; delay and de- 
moralize the South by holding forth to its peuple 
that there is a great pacificator at work, certain to 
bring about a political millennium. 

Again: Mr. Speaker, I regret that this proposi- 
tion for this committee did not emanate from the 
Norty. This would have indicated a returning 
sense of justice in that quarter; that there was a 
sincere oie to make due concessions and offer 
a proper security for the future. No, sir; itcame 


from a son of Virginia; a gentleman for whom I | 


entertain a profound respect, blended with no little 
admiration. 1 regret that his modesty prevented 
lim from serving upon this committee, with all 
my heart. 


But, sir, was it appropriate that the South, after || 


having endured every insult, wrong, and con- 
tumely; her citizens excited to frenzy by the long- 
continued. assaults upon her institutions, and 
States driven into revolution—yes, sir, I reiterate 
—was it appropriate, after all this, that the olive 


***Oh! pardon me, thou bleeding piece of earth, 
That [ am meek and gentle with these butchers !’ 
For f tell you, sir, that, in my opinion, the leaders of the 
Abolition party, which is seeking to control the organiza- 
tion of this House, and to obtain possession of the Govern- 
ment, are as much the murderers of my friends at Harper’s 
Ferry as were old John Brown and his deluded followers ; 


and | think that the committee engaged in the investiga- | 
tion in my State, and the investigation on the part of the | 
|| Senate, will prove that the agitation of the slavery question 
| by the great leaders of the Republican party has been the 


* * * 


“The election which returned these gentlemen here 
The peo 
ple of the North believe, know, they must know, they can- 
not fail to see, what is the inevitable tendency of this sla- 


very agitation. ‘They have been told by you, the politicians, | 


you, the leaders—and we have allowed ourselves to be de- 
luded by the syren song sung in our ears—that you do not 
intend to interfere with slavery within the States. Person 





ally, I believe you do not. Personally, there is not aleader | 


among you all—not even Fred Douglass—-who can be found 


with courage enough to come into States and intertere with | 


slavery there. 
drum of abolitionism. 
forum, in season and out of season, you have preached to 
the rising generation that slavery is acurse ; and that anti- 
slavery sentiment has stimulated others, less careful of their 


| personal safety, to come among us with a hostile intent, 


to steal our slaves, and incite them to insurrection.”’ 
Mr. HAWKINS. Mr.Speaker, this is aspeci- 
men of the beauty of the eloquence of the gentle- 
man from Virgima. My friend from New York 
{Mr. Joun Cocurane] read those passages which 


I marked with proper emphasis, and he did it | 


well as he does everything; but, sir, his delivery 
was not equal to that of the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia, the passages thereby losing much of their | 
power by the loss of the eloquence of the gen- | 


tleman who pronounced them. ‘There were two 
Athenians. One of them read to the other an 
oration of Demosthenes. The Athenian to whom 
the oration was read was perfectly enraptured, 
and expressed his delight and admiration, when 
the reader of the oration remarked, “Ay, sir, but 
you should have heard Demosthenes himself de- 
liver it.’ Now, sir,in this there is no covert 
satire—none intended; but since I have been a 


|| member of this body, I have heard no gentleman 


branch should be tendered to the North by one of | 


Virginia’s most gifted sons? 
the South to have stood aloof, and assumed an 


It was the part of | 


attitude of self-defense and stern defiance, await- | 
ing foran overture fromthe North. Ido full justice | 


to the motives of the mover of this committee. 
Beyond all doubt, they were replete with patriot- 
ism. But I regret, deeply regret, that a Repre- 
sentative of Virginia, representing the district 
into which John =. made his bloody foray, 


and shed Virginia blood, should have been the | 


first to move in this matter. I remember last win- 
ter, Mr. Speaker, the pleasure and delight with 
Which I listened to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Virginia, the mover of these resolutions. 
But, sir, fearing that this admiration will not be 
’ppreciated properly, I would ask my friend upon 


the left (Mr. Joun Cocurane] to read the ex- | 


tracts which I will 


Mr. JOHN COC 


follows: 
* Now, sir, 


oint out. 
RAN Eread the extracts, as 


raid; I was a witness to that abominable outrage; I saw || 


whom I have admired more than I did my friend 
from Virginia, the last, when he delivered his 
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of 
screams of the coronach in the highlands of Scot- 
land. But, sir, the Republican party will not 
yield; they have no idea of yielding. I see men 
there on my right who have no more ides-of con- 
cession than | have of doing any act which I have 
ene made up my mind nottodo. Look at 
them! Is there any trepidation on those faces on 
the other side of the Hall? Is there any quail- 
ing? Is there any cowering?) Why, sir, they 
sit there, amidst all these events which are speed - 
ily following each other and shaking the country 
to its foundations, as composed as the Roman 
Senators upon the invasionof Rome by the Gauls. 
Tiiey have made up their minds. They yield! 
They yield up the doctrines for which they have 
been fighting for thirty years! Why, sir, it is 
an absurdity. You might just as well ask us 


—_—~_~————— 


| upon the Democratic side of the House to yield 


| specch in relation to John Brown. I will now read, 


sir, a few lines myself: 
‘* We now discover that we must depend upon our own 


But, from year to year, you have beaten the || 
From your pulpit and press and | 


up all our own doctrines and principles. You 
might just as well ask us southern men to yield 
up the institution of slavery, dismiss our negroes, 
and throw them upon the world. The Republi- 
can party is made of sterner stuff. The idea 
bruited about in the newspapers that the Repub- 
lican party is scared, and that there is trepidation 
among them, is ridiculous. This southern ex- 
citement may have touched the commercial men 
of the North; but go to the northern country, and 
mix with the masses, and you will find thatif any 


| of these gentlemen should give way to the South, 


and concede to them equality in the Territories 
and the repeal of these liberty bills, what would 
be the plain and stern response of the yeomanry 
of the North—plain, common-sense, straightfor- 
ward men, with simple but strong ideas? They 
would say: ‘** No, gentlemen; we have fought 
this battle with you; we have fought this battle 
for you by our votes; you wish to leave the guns; 
we will hold you to the guns, and we will fight 
together.’’ ‘That, sir, is the truth; and if I could 
call those gentlemen opposite upon the stand, 


| they would agree with me, and make a response 


| property, 
| (as they 


in the affirmative. Do not, then, let us talk any 
more about the North yielding. 

It is true, sir, we may obtain some trivial con- 
cessions, clothed in vague generalities; but as to 
obtaining equality in the Tecicuden. as to our 
as to the repeal of these liberty bills, 
are called,) as to the stopping of this 
agitation of the slavery question, I tell you, sir, 
itis too absurd to suppose any such thing, and 
iS a proposition not to be entertained for a single 
moment. I say, therefore, that those gentlemen 


| from the South who anticipate concession, based 


on justice and our rights, are laboring under a 
most singular delusion. Why is it that at this 
moment, when the whole country is agitated, the 
President elect has kept a most ominous silence? 
Why, in the language of Mr. Curran, this facti- 
tious dumbness? Would it not have been as 
well for the President elect to have waived any 
little official etiquette, and written a few lines to 
afford some views of his policy? The only man 


| that has spoken, or attempted to speak for him, 


right arm to protect our State from further outrage,so long | 


as there remains a ‘ Republican’ organization in Congress 
and the country. Why will you persist, men of the North, 
in maintaining that organization? What good do you ex 

pect to effect by it? You formed it, so you have said, for 


the sole purpose of making Kansas a free State. You have | 


Kansas as a free State; for, sir, when she comes into this 
Union, she will come as ‘free.’ If there be any other pur- 
pose that you expect to accomplish by it, it must be to trans- 
fer your ‘ igrepressible conflict’ from the Territories to the 
States.”’ 

In other words, sir, he calls upon the North to 
do away with their organization; he calls upon 
the Republican party to disband. Mr. Speaker, 
the idea of the Republican party disbanding and 
breaking up is too ridiculous! What, sir, break 
up after the greatand signal victory achieved over 
allofus? Break up! get none of the spoils, the 


| honors, and, the most coveted of all, the power! 


Those who believe that the Republican party will 


| be broken up, in the words of Rasselas, “‘ are list- 


ening with credulity to the whispers of fancy.” 
It is true, Mr. Speaker, that we hear no re- 

joicings over this victory. Everything is quiet. 

It is appropriate that it should be so. Shouts of 


I was present at that horrible Harper’s Ferry |) JOY DOW, Sir, would seund rather like the strains 


and notes from the harp of Nero, or the discordant 


| be on the side of frecdom 


is Senator TrumsBu tu, of Illinois. He made a 
speech foreshadowing the policy of the President 
elect. What does Mr. Trumpuct say? He says 
that the President elect will,among other things, 
carry out the fugitive slave law. But, he says, 
—and I wish every southern man to recollect it 
—that his interpretation of the Constitution will 
Of course, he, as the 
Executive arm, will override the judiciary, by tot 
regarding the Dred Scott decision. What is 


| meant by the interpretation of the Constitution 


| in favor of freedom? 
' . . 
sition to slavery. 


say a few words of warning to the North. 


lt means, of course, oppo- 
Here, then, is a man elected to 
the high office of the Republican party of the 
North, who goes into power opposed to one of 
the great leading interests of the South. 

Now, I wish to speak a few plain words here. 
It is necessary that somebody should do so. I 
may be called a Cataline, a Robespierre, a Danton, 
a Marat, but [ am willing to encounter all those 
epithets, and I avail myself of the occasion to 
I tell 
the North that Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, and South Carolina, are certainto secede 
from this Union within a short period. Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Texas are certain to follow within 
the ensuing six months. Texas, owing to her 
peculiar position, is now hampered as to her ac- 
tion. Unfortunately for Texas, the hero of San 
Jacinto is its Governor—an involuntary hero—a 








oO 
oo 


roan forced into the battle against his own views 
by the gallantry of his troops, who could not be 
restrained, and who press d forward and gained 

day Hie was h the hero of San Ja- 
cinto Marshel Ney was the hero of Yorktown. 
When S 


ty iW 


as mur 


ir Walter Raleigh was writing a history, 
»many different versions of a very plain 
transaction he witnessed, that he thrust his his- 
tory ide in despair,and came to the conclusion 
that there was no truth in history. I do not pre- 
tend to say that the Governor of Texas is pusil- 
lanimous. Notatall. I would be unwilling to 
say so ofany man. But I think he is wrong in 
running counter to the feelings of the State; and 
‘Texas may be compelled to commence her action 
with revolutionathome. | Herethe hammer fell. ] 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Compelled, by the 


rules of the House, to vote upon the question of 


excusing the gentleman from Florida from serv- 
ing upon this committee, I desire, ina few words, 
to submit my own reasons for the vote which | 
propose to give. With many of the reasons 
assigned by the gentleman from Florida, 1, as a 
Representative from one of the free States of this 
Union, have nothing to do; but there are consid- 
erations which impel me,as such Representative, 
to vote for the motion to excuse. 

lt is idle, sir, to attempt to **coerce’’ any gen- 
tleman to serve upon this committee who assigns 
such reasons as the gentleman from Florida has 
riven; and in justice to him,and to his State, but 
above all, to the very purpose of the committee 
itself, | cannot so vote. You may decline to ex- 


cuse him: you cannot compel him to discharge, | 


with good will or alacrity, the duties you impose 
upon him; and what kind of conciliation and 
compromise is that which begins by forcing a man 
io serve upon a committce raised for the ve ry 
purpose of peace? What prospect, in God’s 
name—I speak it reverently—is ah of adjust- 
ment, when you are obliged to resort to compul 
sion to make up your committce on compromise 
and adjustment? 

I pass by without comment the consideration 
so earnestly pressed by the gentleman from Flor- 
ida, that this proposition might, with far more 
propriety and effect, have come from the Repub- 
ican party in this House; that party that has 
just trramphee in the election which is the cul- 
minating poirt of all our controversies, and of all 
the dangers which surround us; and that, with 
vreat honor to himself and great and soothing 
good, it may have been, tothe whole country 
full of excitement and alarm, the gentleman now 
chairman of this committee, [Mr. Corwin,] dis- 
tinguished for his age, his experience, his elo- 


quenee, and his moderation—not to speak of 
s position as the ** leader’ (so he asserts) of 
that party—might have assumed upon himself 


ihe responsibility of the initiative in that great 
work of reconciliation and reconstruction which 
alone can save us now, instead of allowing it to 
be devolved upon the Representative of that par- 
ticular spot in Virginia selected by Abolition 
madness and wickedness as the weakest point of 
attack along the entire slaveholding borders of this 
C ufederacy. : 

| pass by also the cumbrous construction of 
this committee, with the single remark that a 
council of war never fights, and a committee of 
thirty-three will neveragree upon anything—upon 
anything, certainly, not so weak, so diffused, so 
diluted, as to be utterly inadequate to the solution 
of the greatest and gravest and most difficult ques- 
ton ever presented in modern history. I will not 

»much as suggest, sir, the possibility that the 
labors of thiscommiitee will allend in nothing, and 
in worse than nothing; nor—approving earnestly 
of the motive for raising the committee—will I 
remark even, as the gentleman from Florida has 
done, upon the peculiar composition of this com- 
mittee in having men appointed upon it who rep- 
resent nobody—not even themselves—or who are 
peculiarly odious or distasteful to the sections 
from which they come; and fitted, therefore, far 
more toembarrass and defeat, than to advance, the 
avowed purpose for which the committee was or- 
dered, Ofcourse, sir, mean no disrespect person- 
ally to the Speaker; but in assigning my reasons for 
refusing to coerce a gentleman to serve upon this 
committee, I have the right, and mean to exercise 
it, of just criticism upon its camposition, and of 


suggestion as to the probable result of its labors. | 


Put there is one consideration which will ab- 


| solutely preclude me from voting to compel any 
man to act upon your committee The gen- 
tleman from Florida has alluded toit; but he has 
not stated it quite strong enough. There is not 
one single Representative of the Democratic party 
upon this committee—not from the Northwest alone 
—but fromthe sixtecn free States of this Union east 
of the Rocky Mowntains. The Pacific is, indeed, 
represented. No thanks, sir; it was ‘* Hobson’s 
choice.”? There is no Republican member from 
California here; although Mr. Lincoln, through 
the infinite subdivision of his opponents, has been 
enabled to secure the electoral vote of that State. 
The excellent and intelligent gentleman from Or- 
egon[Mr. Srovt] is, indeed, upon it, because he is 
fortunate in having no colleague in this House; 
though, to speak the truth, remembering the rep- 
resentation of Oregon in certain recent political 
conventions, | should not have been surprised had 
that gentleman been supplanted by Horace Gree- 
ley; or possibly by the member from Massachu- 


setts, [Mr. Tuayer,] although that member is, I | 


suspect, a little too strongly tinctured, perhaps, 
with the doctrine of ‘* squatter sovereignty”’ to 
suit the times. [Laughter.] 

But, Lrepeat, sir, there is notupon your commit- 
tee one solitary Representative east of the Rocky 
Mountains, of that mighty host, numbering one 
million six hundred thousand men, which for so 
many years has stoodasa vast breakwater against 


| the winds and waves of sectionalism; and upon |} 


whose constituent elements, at least, this country 
must sull so much depend in the great events 
which are thronging thick upon us, for all hope 
of preservation now or of restoration hereafter. 


Sir, is any man here insane enough to imagine for || 
a moment that this great northern and western | 


Democracy, constituting an essential part,and by 
far the most numerous part, of that great Demo- 
cratic party which for half a century molded the 
policy and controlled the destinies of this Republic; 


that party which gave to the country some of the |) we will cleave our way to the sea-coast with the 


| sword. 


brightest jewels of which she boasts; that party 
which placed upon your statute-books every im- 
portant measure of enduring legislation from the 
beginning of the Government to this day—that 


such a section of such a party is to be thus ut- | 


terly ignored, insulted, and thrust aside as of no 
value? [tell you, you mistake the character of 
the men you have to deal with. We are in a 


minority indeed, to-day, at the ballot-box; and | 


we bow quietly now to the popular will thus ex- 
pressed. We are defeated, but not conquered; 
and he is as a fool in the wisdom of this world,who 


thinks that in the midst of the stirring and revo- | 


lutionary times which are upon us, these sixteen 
hundred thousand men, born free and now the 


equals of their brethren—men whose every pulse | 


throbs with the spirit of liberty—will tamely sub- 
mit to be degraded to inferiority and reduced to 
| political servitude. Never, never, while there is 


,but one man left to strike a blow at the oppressor. | 
Sir, we love this Union; and more than that, | 


we obey the Constitution. We are here a gallant 
little band of less than thirty men, but represent- 
‘ing more than a million anda half of freemen. 
We are here to maintain the Constitution, which 
makes the Union, and to exact and to yield that 
equality of rights which makes the Constitution 
worth maintaining. We are ready here to do all 
and to suffer all in the cause of our—thank God! 
—yet common country; and by no vote or speech 
or act of ours, here or elsewhere, shall anything 


be done to defile, or impair, or to overthrow this | 


the grandest temple of human liberty ever erected 
in any age. 


feriors, in the outer courts of the edifice. And, 
sir, if the great work of the preservation or of 
the restoration of this Government is to go on 


successfully, let me warn gentlemen that it is to | 
this very army of conservative men that you are | 
If the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Conwin,] the chairman | 
of this committee, would do anything effectively | 
to correct public sentiment in our common State, | 
it is to the two hundred and ten thousand men, | 
| not of his own party, together with such others | 


to look at last for its consummation. 


of that party as he may be able to carry over with 
him, that he is to trust for the vindication of such 
measures, if any, of conciliation and adjustment 
which his committee may propose, and this House 
and the Senate may adopt. So, too, it will be in 
| every free State of this Union. And yet that pow- 


But we demand to worship at the | 
very foot of the altar; aud not, as scrvaiits or in- | 
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erful minority, reckoned by millions, and inelnd- 
ing a country extending from the Atlantic to the 
Rocky Mountains, made up of men by whose 
right hands this Government is to be defend d 
and maintained, or restored, are as voiceless upon 
this committee as the sands upon the sea-shora 
Can any good result from a committee so consti- 
tuted?) Ought any man to be compelled to serye 
upon such a committee? 

I speak now as a western man; and I thank 
the gentleman from Florida heartily for the kind|y 


| sentiments towards that great West, to which hy 


| has given utterance. 


Most cordially { recipro- 
cate them, one and all. Sir, we of the Northwest 
have a deeper interest in the preservation of this 
Government in its present form, than any cther 
section of the Union. Hemmed in, isolated, eyt 
off from the sea-board upon every side: a thou- 


|| sand miles and more from the mouth of the Mis. 


|| sissippi, the free navigation of which, under the 


| 
; 
j 
j 





} 
i} 


‘ 


| law of nations, we demand, and will have at every 


cost; with nothing else but our other great j)- 
land seas, the lakes—and their outlet, too, throne) 
a foreign country—what is to be our destiny? Si;, 
we have fifteen hundred miles of southern froy- 
tier, and but a little narrow strip of eighty miles 
or less, from Virginia to Lake Erie, bounding 
us upon the east. Ohio is the isthmus that con- 
nects the South with the British Possessions, and 
the East with the West. The Rocky Mountains 
separate us from the Pacific. Where is to be our 
outlet?) What are we to do when you shal! have 
broken up and destroyed this Government? We 
are seven States now, with fourteen Senators and 
fifty-one Representatives, and a population of 
nine millions. We have an empire equal in area 
to the third of al! Europe, and we do not mean 
to be a dependency or province either of the East 
or of the South; nor yet an inferior or second- 
rate power upon this continent; and if we cannot 
secure a maritime boundary upon other terns, 


A nation of warriors we may be; a tril) 
of shepherds never.—I speak it out, sir, now and 
here; yet without apprehension of any just cause 
of complaint or quarrel at any time with either 
section upon the question. 

And yet nearly one half of the people of that 
vast empire, which very soon is to perform so 
important a part in the affairs of this continent, 
are utterly ignored and excluded from this com- 
mittee. More than stx hundred thousand voters, 
represented here by sixteen members upon this 
floor, are silenced and disfranchised in its arrange- 
ment. Whatdo you propose to do without their 
votes at home and our votes here? Or are w 
both to accept blindly whatsoever your com naittce 
may choose graciously to report, and be thankful 
for it? Sir, we have one State with a Democratic 
majority upon this floor, and she, at least, had a 
right to be represented upon your committee. 
find no fault, personally, with the gentleman from 
that State now on the committee, [Mr. Keoce,| 


| but the Democracy of the Northwest had a right 


to be heard through the State of Illinois. 

Such is your committee; and I cannot and | 
will not vote to compel any man to serve upon. 
The time is short; the danger imminent; the 


| malady deep-seated and of long standing. Wha'- 


ever is to be done must be done at once, and tt 
must be done thoroughly. Every remedy must 
go right straight home to the seat of the disease. 


| Let there be no delays, no weak inventions, no 


temporizing expedients. Otherwise, not seces- 
sion of a few States only, but total and absolute 
disruption of this whole Government is inevitable. 
Sir, we stand this day in the forum of history. 
We are acting in the eye of posterity. We have 
solemn duties to the whole country to perform, and 
if we do not discharge them instantly, and aright— 
** Not poppy, nor mandragora 
Nor all the drowsy sirups of the world, 
Shall ever medicine us to that sweet sleep 
Which yesterday we ow’d.”’ 
In the name, then, of the Democracy of s!X- 
teen of the free States of this Union, I protes' 


against the arrangement of this committee. My 
motives may be misinterpreted now. Be |t *°. 


Time in a little while will vindicate them. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. It is not my purpe*’ 
at this time, Mr, Speaker, to go into the quest!" 
of either the personal or sectional propriety of (” 
authorship of this committee, further than to 8°} 
that I heartily approve of the project of such 4 
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~ommittee, and am thankful to the honorable gen- 
tieman from Virginia (Mr. pocnann for moving 
favor ofit. Ifthe had notdone so | would have 
dane itronly with this difference, that 1 would 
i cart specified the matters of difference between 
+e North and the South, and instructed the com- 
a ttee to inquire into them, and report by bill or | 
hy proposing an amendment of the Federal Con- 
<fitution, for their adjustment upon fair and hon- | 
orable principles. Indeed, I proposed an amend- 
ment to the resolution offered by the gentleman 
to that effect. It is in the following words: 
Resolved, Thatso much of the President’s annual mes- 
«qe as relates to matters of grievance between the slave- 
i oiding and non-slaveholding States, and the proposal by 
Congress of amendments to the Constitution of the United 


states for the ratification of the several States, and of the 
question of State secession from the Federal Union, be 


referred to a select committee, to be appointed by the 
Speaker ; and that such committee be instructed to inguire 
into and report by bill, or by proposing an amendment or 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States, or 
otherwise, upon such subject; and particularly whether any 
further legislation or amendment to the Constitution is 
necessary to give prompt, certain, and full effect to the last 
clause of the second section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution concerning the return of fugitives from service 
and labor.”? 

The temper of the House did not seem to be 
favorable to the adoption of this amendment, and 
hence it was excluded by a motion for the previ- 
ous question; in which I was quiescent, as I 
agreed with the gentleman from Virginia in the 
general purpose of his resolution. 
~ With regard to the personality of the commit- | 
tee, I have nothing to say in censure or in criti- 
cism. On the contrary, I am persuaded that 
every member of the committee will act ina spirit | 
of patriotism, and for the best interests of the | 
country. The crisis demands it, and the com- 
mittee cannot fall short of its demands without 
incurring an onerous responsibility to history and 
to posterity. They are charged with the solemn 
and transcendent duty of providing for the pres- 
ervation of the Government itself; and according 
as they may perform that duty, they will be 
applauded or condemned. 

Of the chairman of the committee, the honor- 
able gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin,] it will | 
be enough to say that he is a statesman of great 
experience and public reputation; and that, in 
justice to his own fame as well as to the country, 
he will do his best to preserve both from injury. 
Differing from him, as I do, upon almost every 
question of internal policy, and particularly upon 
the slavery question, I am frank to say this of 
him. Of the distinguished gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. eres I may say that he is as 
disinterested as he is firm, and as patriotic as he 
is wise. I have no fears of him. I have the 
utmost confidence in his moderation and integrity 
—a confidence that is the growth of fifteen years’ 
experience and observation Like Aristides, he 
is a moral hero, capable of watching, by the 
flickering torches of night upon the battle-field, 
the priceless spoil wrung from a vanquished foe, 
untempted and unawed. 

When the question of secession comes up in a 
practical form, I will be prepared to take my po- 
sition upon it, in the view of the House and of 
the nation; and having taken it, will endeavor to 
maintain it to the utmost of my limited influence, 
and by all the legitimate means in my power. 
Until then I will forbear to enter into it, preferring, 
rather, to obey the dictate of the scriptural proverb 
which dictates that ‘‘ sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof.’? 1 will only say now, that no more 
fearful question could engage the attention of this 
body. It discloses to my vision a boundless sea 
of horrors. Peaceable secession, in my judgment, 
is a fatal,a deadly illusion. The Government, in | 
itself, may be weak, comparatively weak; but it 
1s strong in the moral sentiment and patriotic feel- 
ingof the country. In this respect it is, or at least 
ought to be, the strongest Governmentin the world, 
for it is the most beneficent one in the world. 

sound together as one people, by a common lan- 
guage, a common religion, common rivers, mount- 
ains and lakes, civil war alone, in my opinion, 
can sunder us into broken fragments—a tremen- 
dous Civil war, such a war as would choke 
Our rivers with carnage and discolor our inland 
Seas with human blood; such a war as never 
before fattened the earth with human slaughter. || 
{t would not be a war in which Greek met Greck, | 


but Anglo-Saxon Anglo-Saxon; father son; and | 
brother brother, 
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If I am asked, why so? I retort the question, 
how can it be otherwise? How are the questions 
of public debt, public archives, public lands, and 
other public property, and, above all, the ques- 
tions of boundary, to be settled? Will it be re- 
plied, that, while we are mutually unwilling now 
to yield anything, we will be mutually willing, 
after awhile, to concede everything? ‘That, while 


the sake of national unity, we will be mutually 
ready to concede everything by and by for the 
sake of national duality? Who believes this? 


| we mutually refuse to concede anything now for | 


What, too, would be the fate of the youthful | 


but giant Northwest, in the event of a separation 


of the slaveholding from the non-slaveholding | 


States? Cut off from the main Mississippi and 


the Gulf of Mexico on one hand, or from the cast- | 


| ern Atlantic ports on the other, she would grad- 


ually sink into a pastoral State, and to a standard 
of national inferiority. ‘This the hardy and ad- 


venturous millions of the Northwest would be 


| unwilling to consent to. This they would not do. | 


Rather would they, to the last man, perish upon | 


the battle field. No power on earth could restrain 
them from freely and unconditionally communi- 


cating with the Gulf and the great mart of New || 
Any attempt to prevent them from doing | 


so would be as vain as the attempt to stay the 
rushing waters of the great father of rivers by a 
fisherman’s net, or to restrain the irresistible ex- 
pansion of steam by an egg shell. Of themselves 
rather would they say: 
**No pent-up Utica contracts our powers, 
lor the whole boundless continent is ours.’ 


The gentleman from Florida [ Mr. Hawks] has | 


alluded to the fact that the northwestern, nay, the 


whole northern Democracy, are excluded from 


any representation on the committee of thirty- 


three; and has urged that as one reason why he 
should be excused from serving on the commit- 
tee. Lappreciate the gentleman’s motives in al- 
him for his generous and manly condemuatior of 
it; yet, the very reason he urges forasking to be 
excused is the very one why [ will vote against 
excusing him. It is important thatsome Demo- 
crats should be upon the committee; andif north- 
ern ones cannot be, at least let southern ones be. 
This is my view of the matter; and if, in carry- 


ing it out, I should seem to act ungraciously, I || 


hope the gentleman from Florida will pardon me. 
For me now not to notice the slight thrown 
upon my constituents in the organization of this 


| committee would be to show myself less jealous 


of their rights andhonor than the gentleman from 
Florida has shown himself to be. I would be 
recreant to duty if I didnot do so. Indeed,if he 
had not brought the matter to the notice of the 
House and the country, I would have done it. 
The committee of thirty-three, as an extraor- 
dinary measure, was called for, in the language 
of the resolution raising it, by the ‘* perilous con- 
dition of the country,”’ mah. was Solana, no 
doubt, by the mover of it, to combine the influ- 
ence of every political organization in the coun- 
try in favor of a satisfactory accommodation of 


the public mind. Assuming this to be so, | am 
more than surprised that the northern Democracy 
are wholly unrepresented on it. Why have they 
been thus disfranchised? Is it because there are 
no Democrats here from the North to represent 
them? Not so: there are some twenty-five or 
thirty Democrats here from the North, any of 


| whom, exclusive of myself, is worthy of a place 
| on the committee, and capable of assisting its 


counsels to a wise determination. As for mysglf, 
I neither desired nor expected to be placed on the 
committee. 

What, then, is the cause of this offensive dis- 
crimination? Isit because, inthe course of events, 
the northern Democracy have become insignifi- 
cant in numbers and influence? I deny it, sir. It 
is true, they were defeated in the late presidential 
election; but they are not conquered. Dema- 
gogism, fraud, and corruption, have overcome 


them for the time, but only for the time. What- | 


ever may be the issue of our present national 
troubles, they will soon regain an ascendency. 
Although defeated in the late election, they polled, 


| luding to this act of injustice, and sincerely thank | 





according to official and unofficial returns, one | 
million three hundred and forty-three thousand | 


one hundred and eighty-four votes; and, including 
the vote of the national) Democracy in the South, 


BE. 


their whole vote is one million five hundred and 
sixty-four thousand six hundred and fifty; thus 
showing that the vote of the northern Démocrac) 
alone is greater than that which elected eithe: 
Pierce or Buchanan, and is larger than that ever 
before polled in any presid ntial election. 

And how is it with the other political organi- 
zations in thee yuntry ? Let facis speak for them- 
selves. With a popular vote, according to the 
same returns, of five hundred and eighty thou 
sand two hundred and forty-nine, in the same 
election, the Union party is represented by three 
of its members on the committee. Wrath a popu 
lar vote of six hundred and seventy-five thou 
sand seven hundred and eighty-two, the Breckin 
ridge party is represented by six members; while 
the Republican party, comparatively with but 


few more votes, aggregately, than the national 
Democracy, and no votes in most of the slay 
holding States, and only twenty-six thousand 


five hundred and eight votes in all of them, 
represented by fourteen members. ‘The gen 
man from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] corm 
me, by saying there are sixteen. If so, ¢! 
Republican party, with only one million ei 
hundred os forty-six thousand two hundred 
and three votes, is represented by sixteen met 
bers; while all the votes opposed to him, i th 
late election, amounting to two million eight hu: 
dred and twenty thousand six hundred and eiglity- 
one, are only represented by eleven members. 

How unjust such constitution of an importa 
cominittee! There is no parallel or precedeut for 
it in parliamentary history, so far asi know. | 
can only account for such unfairness, such injus- 
tice, by attributing it to the malignity of disse 
pointed personal ambition, or to a facile surren 
der of official manhood to party dictation, or to 
the implacable resentmentof the Republican party 
to their uncompromising political opponents in 
the Democratic ranks of the North. In this 
only can I account for it. 

If it be answered that California and Oregon 
are represented on the committee by Democrats, 


Vay 


' . - -~* . 
then | answer, in the language of my friend from 


| the Chair for that. 


Ohio, [Mr. VaLLanpicuam,] who has anticipated 
me in much that I intended to say, no thanks to 
Those States are only repre 


| sented by Democrats on this floor, and there was 


no other alternative than to appoint a Democrat 
from each of them. If there had been, they too, 
no doubt, would have been ignored. 

In view of the unhappy condition of the coun 
try, of the dangers which now threaten its very 
existence, | had supposed that a powerful and 
victorious party mond have ateel itself to the 
level of the occasion, and forgetting the low am- 
bition of demagogues and the mean ends of party, 
acted as became Americans, in a spirit of patriot- 
ism and for the good of the country. But in this 
I find myself lamentably mistaken. 1 still find 
that the Republican party is incapable of learning 


| anything; that its only spring of action is party 


hate and the hope of official spoils. 
This flagrant act of wholesale proscription is, 


| no doubt, but the inauguration of a system of 
the angry questions now agitating and distracting | 


proscription of which the northern Democracy 
are to be made the especial victims. And whatis 
our offense in the eyes of Republicanism? It is 
that we have stood unfalteringly by the Const: 
tution and the rights of property, as guaranticd 


| by it. This is the head and front of our otfend 
ing; and for this the accumulated wrath of eight 


years’ disappointmentis now about to be launched 
upon our devoted heads by a vindictive and 


| merciless party. Yet we are told that our friends 


of the South, whose battles we have been fight 
ing, are now about to desert us in the hour of eur 


| extremity by withdrawing from the Union. | 


will not believe it until I am forced to do so. 
will not believe this of the gallant and génerous 
men of the South. I will not believe it of Illinois’ 


| neighbors, Kentucky and Missouri. Neither will 


I believe itof old Virginia; nor of Maryland; nor 
of Tennessee, the home of the immortal! Jackson; 
nor of any of the southern States. If they are 
wronged, let them seek redress in the Union; 
first by all lawful methods, and next, if necessary, 
by other means, but stillas members of the Co: 

federacy. Let them do this, and we wil! 
stand by them in the right, as of yore. Aban- 
doning us, however, to our fate, what must be 
our revulsion of feeling towards the South? I will 


' 
tiki 


' not undertake to say, only so far as to predict 
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that it would consolidate the two sections, sev- 
erally, against each other in fierce and unrelent- 
ing strife, 

‘Then let us hasten, while itis not yet too late, to 
avert so lamentable a result, and to save the Union, 
if possible, by mutual conciliation and concession. 
Let us adjust all the jarring differences of the 
sections, forever, either by law, or, if necessary, 
by an amendment of the Constitution, upon just 
and equitable principles. Let us do this, and 
rove that we are stll capable of self-government. 
fh my humble opinion, this Government, what- 
ever may be its faults,is worth more to the cause 
of human progress than all the property and all 
the lives of the people now within its jurisdiction. 
In my judgment, it would be better for the human 
race that both people and property had been in- 


stantly destroyed by the hand of Omnipotent | 


power, and it continue to move in the fulfillment 
of its glorious mission, than for it to be destroyed 
and we and our property continue to be. 


In excluding a million and a half of northern | 
Democrats from any representation on the com- | 
mittee, the Republican party have proclaimed 


entire responsibility, so far as the North is con- 
cerned, for the action or non-action of the com- 
mittee. If disunion and civil war should follow 
as the consequence of their persistent and dog- 
matical adherence to their anti-slavery proviso, 
and to their opposition to the principles or details 


of the fugitive slave law, the consequences will be | 


on their heads, not on ours. 
Mr. SICKLES. Mr. Speaker, I will not be 


guilty of the presumption of supposing that any- | 
thing that I can say by way of appeal to the gen- | 


tleman from Florida will change his deliberate 


determination, or that anything I can address | 


personally to the House will influence the vote 
upon this question; but 1 have believed, sir, as 
my distinguished colleague [Mr. Joun Cocu- 
RANE] thought the other day, that the gentleman 
from Florida, and the members, at least upon this 
side of the House, would listen to an appeal in 
the name of the city of New York;and it isonly, 
sir, as a Representative of that city, in the hope 


of giving expression to something of the deep and | 


universal solicitude which pervades the heart of 
that metropolis in this great crisis, that I would 
venture for a moment to claim the attention of the 
House. 

Sir, the Constitution under which we live was in- 
augurated in that city from the lips of Washington. 
One of the earliest votes she gave was for Thomas 
Jefferson; and the vote of that city decided the 
election of Mr. Jefferson, and therein the found- 
ation of the Democratic party. She sustained, 
throuzhout,the administration of Madison. When 
treason lifted its head in other quarters, no voice 
but the voice of patriotism an loyalty was al- 
lowed to pass her borders. She sustained the 
administration of Jackson throughallitsstruggles, 
throughoutall the grave controversies which then 
imperiled the Union of these States. She has 
never given a vote that has looked to one section 
in disparagement of another. ' 
every thought, every purpose of the city of New 


American. It is in the name, then, of such a 
people, with such a record, that I would venture 
to appeal to men on all sides of this Chamber for 
that moderation, that devotion to duty, yea, even 
for the self-sacrifice, which are necessary in this 
crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the great dangers of the 
day is that the country has not understood, and 
does net understand, the extent of the peril in 
which it is placed. Illusions have usurped the 
place of reason in the popular mind. 
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sition, yet at last the strong arm of power will || slave already hears across the border the whis- 


interpose and stay the work. I, for one, Mr. 


Speaker, have never for a moment entertained | 


such athought. It is not the belief or opinion 
of the people whom I represent; and I must say 
to you, in all solemnity, that while the city of 
New York will cling to the Union to the last; 
while she will look on the last hour of its ex- 
istence as we would upon the setting sun if we 
were never to see it more; yet when the call for 
force comes—let it come whence it may—no man 


will ever pass the boundaries of the city of New | 


York for the purpose of waging war against an 
State of this Union, which, through its consti- 


tuted authorities, and sustained by the voice of its | 


people, solemnly declares that its rights, its inter- 


ests, and its honor, demand that it should seek | 


safety in a separate existence. I mean by that, 
sir, nottoclass myselfamong those whodonotlove 
the Union, for it has no more loyal citizens than 
those of the city of New York, for whom I under- 
take to speak to-day. Isimply mean to discharge 
my duty in endeavoring to contribute something 
towards dispelling the hallucination that exists in 
many places—yes, sir, in distinguished places— 
that the Union is to be preserved by armies. Sir, 
the Union can be made perpetual by justice; but 
itcannot be maintained an instant b 
that truth had been graven deep in the hearts of 
the people, North, East, and West, and led to 
the conscientious recognition of constitutional 


obligations, all would have been well; and until | 


these truths are recognized throughout the land 
we cannot have peace. 

I look upon secession as the last dread alter- 
native of a free State when it has to choose between 
liberty and injustice. In our Federal system the 
recognized right of secession is a conservative 
safeguard. It is the highest constitutional and 
moral guarantee against Injustice; and therefore, 
if it had been always and universally acknowl- 
edged as arightful remedy, it would have contrib- 


force. If | 





uted more than all else to perpetuate the Union, || 


by compelling the observance of all their obliga- 
tions on the part of all the States. The oppo- 
site dogma, which is so extensively believed at 
the North, that no matter what wrongs a State 
may have to endure, itmay and ought to be com- 


| pelled by force to remain in the Union, even as 


Every instinct, | 


a conquered dependency, is a most dangerous 


error in our system of government, and has con- | 
| tributed largely to the existing anarchy. 
Another illusion, Mr. Speaker, is that the re- | 


sponsibility of dealing with this crisis, and the 
power to deal with it, is in the South. I do not 
so understand it. They have their share of re- 
sponsibility. Deep and heavy it is, | am sure; 


_and none are more sensible of it than they who 


earry the burden. I have no doubt they will act 
in full view of all their just responsibilities. But, 
sir, the southern Representatives on this floor 
cannot if they would, no matter what personal 
sacrifices they may deem it their duty to make, 
arrest the movement which has already enlisted 
the support of the great masses of the southern 


| people—certainly the gfeater part of the popula- 
York is,as her record proves, national, patriotic, | 


These il- | 


lusions beguile us for the moment, only to plunge 


us into graver situations. 


Does any man on this | 
floor suppose that if, in the month of October, | 


the masses of the North could have realized what | 
they now see to be the sad truth, we would | 


stand now where we are, on the verge of dissolu- 
tion? No man who knows the American people 
has the credulity to believe that. The country 
has been fatally deceived, and some of these 
illusions possess us even now. One of them is 
that this tnion can be preserved by force; men 
believe that although we may be at the moment 
menaced by disunion, and although incipient 
movements toward it may be attempted without 


tion of several important States, and sufficient 


| to precipitate the most dreadful events upon us. 


I believe, the people of the city of New York 
believe, that the responsibility of dealing with 
the existing state of things, and the power to 
deal with it effectively, rest alone on the Repub- 
lican leaders; on those who have just achieved, 
through the recent election, power in the Federal 
Government; on those who control, by over- 
whelming majorities, the Legislatures of northern 
States. There the responsibility rests. The coun- 
try will place it there; Europe and America-will 
place it there; history will i? it there. What- 
ever the consequence may be, in the judgment of 
history and in the estimation of posterity, they 
will be held responsible. I think the country 
will regard the abgolute silence which they have 
thus far preserved as at least contemptuous, if not 
reckless of the dearest interests of the nation. 
jut that is a question for them to consider. 

When the pioneer sees the billows of flame 


| rolling over the burning prairie, he does not waste 


the precious moments in a hopeless struggle 
against the intangible foe; but he hastens to his 
cabin, and, gathering around him his family, 
leads them to a place of security. So the South, 


interference, and may be, perhaps, brought to || when the ery of extermination against their in- 
the very verge of consummation without oppo- 


| stitutions has reached their frontiers; when the 











pering emissary of insurrection, who has been 
suffered unrebuked to proclaim his infamous plots 
aloud in the streets and churches of the North. 
now, when the family and fireside appeal for 
protection, is this a time to ask the representatives 
of southern States to abandon their measures of 
self-defense, and resume the weary task of per- 
suading the demagogues and the fanatics of other 
States to undo the irreparable wrong which hag 
been committed? No, no. Let the representa- 
tives of the aggressive States at the other end of 
the Capitol, and here, speak to their people. Let 
the Legislatures of the northern States be con- 
vened, and let them act. Let the sealed lips of 
the Medusa head at Springfield be opened, and 
send back to their caverns the mad winds which 
are driving our good ship of State to destruction 

Again I say, those who are responsible in this 
crisis must not be allowed to hide themselves nor 


| to shrink from theirduty. We must keep stead- 
| ily in our eyes those with whom the power rests 


to rescue the country from its peri!; and therefore 
I do not concur in some of the criticisms which 
have been made upon the organization of thiscom- 
mittee by the Speaker. I would have been pleased 
to see the honorable gentleman from Ohio who 
last addressed the House (Mr. VaLianpicnam] 
upon the committee. I would be pleased to see 
the distinguished gentleman from Illinois {Mr, 
McC iernanp] likewise upon the committee. My 
constituents would have been glad to be assured 
of their knowledge, their assiduity, their patriot- 
ism, in the councils of that committee; but these 
gentlemen, unfortunately, are not i a position to 
speak for the Legislatures of Obio and Illinois; 
and I think it was the part of wisdom, I think it 
was eminently proper and just in the Speaker, to 
place upon that committee leading members of the 
dominant party of this House and of the country; 
and especially was it right to place upon that com- 
mittee, from every State, men identified with the 
party that controls the legislation of such State. 
So far as this has been done by the Speaker, | am 
prepared to commend his action in the discharge 
of his difficult and delicate duty. 

It is suggested to me,as a cheering sign, that 
none of the gentlemen on the Republican side of 
the chamber have asked to be excused from ser- 
vice on this committee; it is regarded as an evi- 
dence that they are willing to meet the issue; that 
they are prepared to deal with the questions of the 
day one way or the other; that they are prepared 
to confer with their people at home, and sce if 
there be such assurance of concession as will be 
just to the South and will enable us to go on to- 

ether as one people; or whether, on the other 
hand, it is impossible to preserve peace between 
the sections; that there is no hope left for the Con- 
federacy; that the party controlling the legislation 
of the northern States is willing to take the re- 
sponsibility, before God and the country, of break- 
ing up the Confederacy, rather than tolerate sla- 
very within the Union. I am glad, therefore, that 
these gentlemen have been placed upon this com- 
mittee. If I were to allow myself to make any 
criticism upon the composition of the committee, 
it would be the expression of a regret that gentle- 
men even more prominent—more ultra, if you 
will; more closely identified with the real life and 
strength of the Republican party—were not placed 
upon it. I would like to see in this House, and 
in the Senate, committees composed largely of 
men who are authorized to speak for the Repub- 
lican party; of men whv are intimate in the coun- 
sels of the President elect; of men whose voice !s 
potential in the Legislatures of their respective 
States; and then, if they are willing to bring be- 
fore this Congress a report recommending meas- 
ures which gentlemen from the South can accept 
and go home to their constituents and ask them 
to ee there is some prospect, at least some 
possibility, of emerging from this crisis with dig- 
nity, with success, and with honor. Otherwise 
there is none. The sad question that we would 
have alone to consider then would be, how to 
terminate this work which was so gloriously 
begun, and which has been, thus far, so success- 
fully conducted. 

Mr. Speaker, I hear a great deal said of propo- 
sitions to amend the Constitution. I trust that 
there may be some reason to expect justice and 
conciliation through that channel. But, sir, for 
one, I have a deep distrust of the capacity of this 
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generation, and especially of any of the men of | present state of affairs, has been the desire for 


the Republican party, from whom the denuncia- 
tions of the present Constitution have come, to 
make a Consutution that shall succeed where the 
venius, the wisdom, and the patriotism of Wash- 
rngton and Madison and Hamilton failed. 

Nay, more, sir; what is the real cause of our 
resent trouble? It is a disregard of the obliga- 


tions of our Constitution. Obey this Constitu- | 


tion that we have, follow it, cherish it, cleave to 
itas an article of faith, and you will have peace 
again. If that had been done always, this crisis 
never would have come upon us. But if there be 
not enough of conscience among the people to 
obey the Constitution made sacred - the inspi- 
ration of our fathers, where will you look for the 
sanctions that will preserve inviolate a Constitu- 
tion manufactured by Giddings and Sewarp and 
Sumner? Sir, I despair of seeking in the North 
any public conscience that would have more rev- 
erence for the work of this generation than for 
the work of the men of the heroic age of the Re- 
public. lh 
Again, I say that one of the great evils of the 
times is the obdurate refusal to recognize the bind- 
ing force of constitutional provisions. The peo- 
le have been taught this by reckless leaders now 
in power in most of the States, and soon to claim 


the power of the Federal Government; and I re- | 


peat, that it is upon them that the responsibility 


rests in this emergency. They have striven, in | 


speeches and essays elaborately prepared by the 
midnight lamp, to alienate the North and the 
South. These insidious appeals are often written 
or revised by those who believe that private opin- 
ion is superior to constitutional obligations—the 
higher law put forth here and sent from this Cap- 
itol in untold millions, to undermine the founda- 
tions of fraternal good faith. Thus, sir, by teach- 
ing untruth to the people they have been made to 
believe that their consciences were not bound by 
the Constitution or the law of the land. In the 
name of Heaven, how idle it is to talk, in the face 
of such a public opinion, of amending a Constitu- 
tion when none of those who follow the leaders I 
refer to care whether it is obeyed or not! What 
a mockery it would be to go before the Legisla- 
ture of a State which has a personal liberty bill 
upon its statute-books, and ask them foran amend- 
ment to the Constitution! When men will keep 
such laws in force after they have taken a solemn 
oath, before high Heaven, to support the Consti- 
tution, could you believe any pledge they can 
make? Would you allow them to deface, by in- 


congruous amendments, the symmetry of aCon- | 


stitution which they have boastfully and defiantly 
violated? Such men are well fitted to destroy a 
nation; they cannot save it, they will not give it 
peace. 

No, sir, the work must pegin deeper than that. 


The same teachers who have led the minds of the | 


people to this unbelief, the same leaders who have 
enticed the people up to the work of demolishing 
the existing Constitution, must again revive in 
their hearts the conscience that will preserve and 
obey a Constitution. ‘The Democratic party can- 
not do this; the Democratic speakers and Repre- 


sentatives and Senators cannot do thi:: for we | 


have, in every canvass, from every hustings, from 
every newspaper, and through every legitimate 
channel, warned the people against the conse- 
quences of the course which they have been pur- 
suing. There is no need, therefore, for expres- 
sions or guarantees or concessions from that 
quarter; but the country will look again and 
again, and will never cease to look to the leaders 
of the dominant party in this country for the 
measures, for the teachings, for the appeals which 
will prevent the demon of anarchy from making 
havoc in our land. 

Mr. Speaker, why may not the President elect 
speak to the nation, and especially to his sup- 
porters in the aggressive States? He is secure 
in his election. Tie electoral colleges have met. 
there is no fear now, as was suggested some 
ume ago, that he might loge his office by open- 
ing his lips. The electoral colleges have met, 
and their votes cannot be recalled. Sir, I hope 
that it is not beneath the dignity of the occasion, 
or the gravity of the subject, for me to suggest 
an illustration of my view in respect of the influ- 
ence which could be exercised by words of con- 
ciliation from Mr. Lincoln. I elieve, sir, that 
among the chief causes which have produced the 
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|| power on the part of a new party, and the belief 
|| that they could most successfully obtain it by an 
| appeal to the prejudices of the North against sla- 
i| very. [tis power that they want. 
| that they have secured. It is power that they 
| wish tokeep. Patriotism will sway many of Mr. 
| Lincoln’s supporters; but the thirst for power 
| will control more. 

I think with reference to the controlling motives 
| which are producing this state of things, I be- 


| his Administration, that he will not entertain the 
| application of any man who is in favor of the 
|| so-called personal liberty bills, or opposed to the 
|| faithful execution of the fugitive slave law—if he 
| will do that, plainly and in good faith, through 
|| his representative men, you will not hear the 
| word *‘slavery”’ for the next four years from the 
| Republican party North, East, or West. 

In this remark, I protest that I mean only an 
illustration of what I believe to be the real power 
of the leaders in this anti-slavery crusade, and 
of their ability to control those who direct the 


party. ‘The rank and file, many of them, have 
other and more disinterested motives than the 


its movements every where, its public expressions, 
and its public action. It is only necessary to 
make them understand that they must go to work 
and rescue the country from the pecil to which it 
has been brought by some of their own leaders, 
so that they may have a Treasury and a Blue 
Book left from which there are offices to distribute 
and patronage to bestow; and then, sir, you will 
escape the perils of dissolution by the very means 
through which the evil has been brought upon us, 
and not until then. 

Now, sir, as to the attitude of the city of New 
York. She willcling tothis Union while there isa 
hope left for its preservation, andshe will hold all 
men toa justaccountability for whatever woe shall 
betide the Confederacy; but when there is no 
longer a Union, proud as she is, and has been 
always, of her position as its metropolis, ready 
to bury everything like sectional prejudice, ready 





honor and preserve its integrity at home and 
abroad; yet, sir, when this Union is no more, she 
will never consent to remain an appendage anda 
slave of a Puritan province. She will assert her 
own independence. The North will then see and 
feel that secession, although it may begin at the 
South? will not end at the South. Sir, there is no 


ew York—not the least—nor has there been for 
years. The city of New York is now a subju- 
| gated dependency of a fanatical and puritanical 
State government, that never thinks of the city 
except to send its tax gatherers among us, or to 
| impose upon us hateful officials, alien to our in- 


| the people by their legalized extortions. Such are 
| the relations which have existed for years between 
the city of New York and the State—ever since 
| the present dominant party in thatState has beenin 
| power. That party has a standingarmy of police- 
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|| and civil war by the oppressions and insults of || a matter of course, vote against them. 


| men in our city, which we have to pay for. Its Le- 


| gislature has forced upon us taxation to theamount | 
| of millions to maintain a State government which || 


never approaches us except to oppress us. Be- 
| tween such communities there can be no op oo 
| thy, no feeling of fraternity, no loyalty in the city 


| to the State; and nothing has prevented the city | 


of New York from asserting her right to govern 
herself except that provision of the Federal Con- 


ro we ee 

| stitution which prohibits a State from being di- | 
vided withoutits own consent. If we had not been | 
thus restrained by the Constitation—and every | 

| 


word of it is sacred to us—we wW8uld long ago, in 
accordance with the desire of three fourths of our 


people, have sought in independence the only | 
escape from the oppression which has been put | 


upon us. 

What I say to 
the city of New 
| theme of ovr citizens for years past. Our city 
| has been brought to the very verge of anarchy 


ou now is no new thought in 


| 


the State government; armed men have been mar- 


shaled in the streets night and day to prevent the 
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It is power | 


Now, sir, to illustrate what | 


_lieve that if Mr. Lincoln would cause it to be | 
; made known to all the applicants for office under | 


legislation and the organization of the Republican | 


pursuit of office; but the men who will seck office | 
in the Republican party, are the men who control | 


always to contribute in all things to maintain its | 


a now between the city and the State of | 


terests and sympathies, to eat up the substance of | 


ork. It has been the cherished || 
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| public indignation from breaking into tumult and 
| revolution. Regiment after regiment, artillery, 
infantry, and cavalry, have been arrayed to over- 
| awe the fierce passions which tyrannicai legislation 
aroused among the multitude of our citizens. 
_ Bat the reverence of the people for constitu- 
tional obligations yet remained, and they bave 
submitted year after year. When that restraint 
shall no longer exist; when the cbligation of those 
constitutional provisions, which forbid the divi- 
sion of a State without its own consent, shall be 
suspended, then I tell you that imperial city will 
throw off the odious government to which she 
| now yields a reluctant aflegiance; she will repel 
| the hateful cabal at Albany, which has so long 
abused its power over her; and with her own flag, 
| sustained by the courage and devotion of her own 
gallant sons, she will, as a free city, open wide 
her gates to the civilization and commerce of the 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, I have not presumed that any 
words which [ could address to the House would 
influence its action, and I did not intend to oc- 
cupy so much of the time of the House. Butl 
thought it right to make known what | believe to 
be the convictions of my constituents. 1 thought 
it right and becoming that some further expres- 
sion of the sentiment of the city of New York, not 
only upon the dangers, but upon the illusions of 
the day, should be made. 

I shall be very reluctant to give a vote that will 
constrain the gentleman from Florida, against his 
better judgment, to serve upon this committee. | 
shall regret in any form to compel a gentleman to 
oer a position when he states it to be his sin- 
cere belief that he cannot render any good service 
there; and yet I should deplore to see any State 
unrepresented upon that committee. The hopes 
and the fears of those whose solicitude is now 
occupied with the condition of this country, will 
go to the council-chambers of that committee. 
The rights, the interests, and the opinions of 
every State, ought to be represented there. While 
I cannot, of course, permit myself to criticise 
the judgment which the gentleman from Florida 
places upon his own duty, yet I eannot bring 
myself to believe that it 1s consistent with the 
obligations resting upon every State, or thatitis 
consistent with the duties we yet owe to each 
other, that any State should, through its Repre- 
sentative, refuse to contribute at least his time, 
his attention, his conscientiousand earnest cfforts, 
in connection with the Representatives of associate 
States, to devise some mode by which we can be 
extricated from our present danger. 

Sir, asa single star cannot be displaced from the 
constellation above us, without destroying the 
equilibrium of the system, so can we not, without 
a fearful disregard of duty, displace one star from 
that committee, to which, perhaps, the very des- 
tinies of the Union are committed. Fully con- 
scious of my inability to meet the demands of 
this occasion, when it is only the voice of com- 
munities and States that will command attention; 
yet again, I would impersonate my city; liberty, 
patriotism, and justice, illuminate her counte- 
nance; she extends her arms, as if to embrace a 
sister, to every State; on her brow is the diadem 
of empire; on her shield is her motto, ‘* Exrcel- 
sior;’’? and on her lips, in tremulous and implor- 
ing accents, *‘ peace;’’ and | will summon into 
this presence the august form of that noble city, 
and ask you to hear and heed her appeal. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is not my 


purpose to engage in this debate; but it is neces- 
sary to pass to-day a Treasury note bill in order 
to relieve the pressing necessities of the Govern- 
ment. I hope, therefore, that without objection, 
we may put upon its passage a bill for that pur- 
pose which I am instructed to report from the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr.CRAWFORD. The gentleman from Ohio 
will remember that I desire to offer amendments 
to that bill; and, if I can have an opportunity of 
offering those amendments, I have no objection 
to its being considered at any time that suits the 
|| chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to a 
| vote being had uponthe amendments. Ishall,as 





' 
| 
j 
| 
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Mr. CRAWFORD. So I understand. 
|| Mr. SHERMAN. I ask unanimous consent 
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to report the bill, and that it be considered at this 
time. 
There bein no ol ject 


ry notes 


ion, a billto authorize the 


issue of Treasi and for other purpos 


was read tand second time by its utle. 
The bill was then read in extenso. It author- 
izes the issue, under the usual regulations and up 


to 1863, of ‘Treasury notes for such sums as the 
exigencies of the public service may require, not 
at any time to exces d the amount of $10,000,000, 
and of denominations not less than $100. : 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, the House 
will perceive that the bill now before us is a mere 
temporary expedient to provide for the pressing 
demands upon the Treasury. , Most of the mem- 
bers are aware that the Government has not been 
able to pay, for the last week or two, our own 
salaries, and many other demands at New York 
aud other places. The revenues have fallen short 
during the iast week, amounting, I believe, to but 
$250,000. Most of the revenues are now paid in 
Treasury notes. ‘This bill authorizes the issue 
of $10,000,000 of Treasury notes for temporary 
purposes. Itdoes not increase the public debt. 
{t only provides a mode of paying outstanding 
Treasury notes. The amount of Treasury notes 


for no increase of the public debt. 

1 might here rest what I have to say about this 
bill; but itis proper for me to add. that it will be 
necessary for the House very soonand promptly 
to consider some other measures of relief. On 
the Ist of July last there was in the Treasury 
$3,629,206, a balance entirely toosmalltocarry on 
the ordinary operationsof the Treasury. During 
the first quagter of the fiscal year the expenditures 
exceeded the receipts some fos hamid thousand 
dollars, and there are now unpaid appropriations 
to the amount of ten or fifteen millions. 

The receipts during the current quarter will prob- 
ally fall short several millions of the necessary 
expenditures; and, if we are to judge from the 


temper of the times, the distress in the country, | 


and the political difficulties that surround us, itis 
probable that during the remaining three quarters 


of this fiscal year there will be a deficiency of from | 


fifteen million dollars. This 1s not the fault 


ten to 
! 


ol this 


House: but it is the fault of our revenue | 
laws. For the last three years we have been living 
] 


upon the credit of the Government. I have a pa- 
per before me showing that since the Ist of July, 
1857, we have been going in debt to the extent of 
nearly fifty million dollars. In the fiscal year 


ending 30th June, 1858, the deficiency, or excess of | 


payments over revenue, amounted to $27,162,188. 
In the next fiscal year it amounted to $15,902,932. 
During the last fiscal year itamounted to the sum 
f $6,725,000; and according to the statement 
ready made, during the present fiscal year, the 
deficieney has been not less than from fifteen to 
twenty million dollars. I have prepared a state- 
ment which shows at a glance the changed condi- 
tion of the state of our finances in three years: 


On the Ist day of July, 1857, the entire debt of Government, 
afier deducting the balance then in the Treasury, was 
S11,.350,272 63, as follows: 





PUD Geen ccoad peesadsesns 

Balance in Treasury....... 
On the Ist day of July, 1858, the amount of the entire 
FeNdCH GED WEB ..c..0c ccccersiceeccces . 25,155,977 66 
TRCRDUTY WHIOGR. 6 ds 6646 cies cdsbesOitex's 19,751,800 00 
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On the Ist day of July, 1859, the amount of the entire 
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DOONEY WEES 6 on0 nse 506s cveasscccausssts 15,153,661 64 
ee DORIA oi iis usd wth dewiitin bi db Nsca¥ae 58.754.659 33 
Balance in TORE esis aces os sanvncn ncaa 4,339,275 54 








On the Ist day of July, 1860, the amount of the entire 





order to preserve the credit of the Government, 
ought to make some change in the revenue laws, 
or to decrease the expenditures. We musteither, 
by a bold stroke, reduce the expenditures to 
fifteen or twenty million dollars, or contract new 
‘aise new revenues. The bill now 
the Senate, I need wot inform the 
members of the House, authorizes a loan of 
some $20,000,000, and, in addition to that, pro- 
vides for increasing the revenue. If that bill 
should pass, and if the present disturbed political 
condition of the country be healed up, then the 
annual revenue would amply cover our expendi- 
tures upon the basis of existing laws and et 
but with the present difficulties, and with our 
present revenue lawsgit is manifest that this bill 
will not be the last loan bill or the Jast Treasury 


' . 
ioans, or }t 


pending in 


|| States that this or any other loan bill should 


note bill that the Committee of Ways and Means | 
will have to report to the House. The provisions | 
of the bill are similar to the provisions of the act | 


of 1857. It simply authorizes a temporary loan, 
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and provides that that part of theloan authorized || 
| by the act of 22d June last, not already contracted 


for, shall be applied to the redemption of out- 
standing Treasury notes. 


ment that I desire to make. 
now outstanding is indeed in excess of the amount || 
authorized by this bill; so that the bill provides | 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I have two amendments 
which I desire to present to this bill, and I want 
a vote of the House on each of them separately. 
The first amendment I propose to have inserted 
in the third section of the bill, and in these 


' words: 


And the public lands of these United States are specifi- 
cally pledged to such payment andredemption. It is here- 


| by made the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to set 


apart and apply all moneys which may be received into the 
‘Treasury from the sales of public lands from the Ist day of 
January, 1861, to such payment and redemption, until all 
the notes issued under the present authority shall be entirely 
paid off according to the obligation expressed therein. 


I desire to say, in support of this amendment, 
that I have been at all times in favor of this dis- 
position of the public lamds. I think it is right 


| and proper that the public lands should be set 


apart for the payment of the public debt of the 
country, and that they should be used for that 


_ purpose alone. I will say to the House, in addi- 
| tion, that there are reasons now opcrating on my 


mind which make it the more important that we 
who are of the opinion that there can be no per- 
manent peace betweenthe North and South should 
the more rigidly ask of our friends of the North 
who intend to do us justice that they shall set 


| apart and specifically appropriate the money aris- 
| ing from the sales of public lands to meet the 


public debt. We do not desire, in any settlement 
or negotiation that may follow the events now 
pressing upon us, to be called upon by the re- 
maining States to bring forward from our States 


‘ 
‘ 


that may retire from the Confederacy any quota 
ginal States shall retain all the assets in its hands 
which we hold ought to be appropriated for that 
purpose. Itis for these reasons that I desire a 
vote on this amendment, as well as for the rea- 
son that I believe it is the proper disposition to 
make of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, even if there was no such contingency as 


| that to which IL have alluded. 


Mr. PHELPS. I would suggest to the gentle- 


| man from Georgia that he will accomplish his 


purpose by the first portion of his amendment, 


| specifically pledging the proceeds arising from 


the sales of public lands for the redemption of the 
Treasury notes authorized to be issued by this 
act. That would accomplish his object, without 
having this other matter of detail presented, which 
might cause some trouble in the appropriation of 
money. The money is needed at present. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I cannot agree to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Missouri. It 
is that I should strike off from the amendment 
which I have proposed all except the words 


|| specifically pledgwmg the public lands to the pay- 


funded debt Was ...... 0.00.0 cece ee ceeee + 45,079,203 00 
TEORBUTY, ROLEES 0 0 «9006 0006 ve se0 evevsecsnss 19,699,500 09 | 
Rae 4cn Ue < 5 5K5'5006 ceases benaie ean 64,769,703 00 
Balsticu ta TUG bi co voce ve cwesissdecus 3,629,205 09 


$61,140,497 00 


It is manifest, therefore, that the House, in || 


ment of the debt. I propose not only to pledge 
specifically the public landsto the payment of this 
debt, but also to appropriate all the money that 
may be received after the Ist of January next, from 
the sales of public lands, to the payment of these 
Treasury notes. I therefore desire that the vote 
of the House shall be first had on the entire 
amendment; and if it should be defeated, then 
the gentleman from Missouri can offer so much 
of it as he has indicated his desire to support. I 
do not think it just to the people of the southern 


This is all the state- | 





| 
| 
i 


| any action which the southern States may tak, 
it 1s nothing but right and proper that, in 








| not afford them the same opportunity of relievi 
of the public debt, so long as the agent of the ori- || 
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pass 
and that the public lands should be given away 


for purposes of internal improvement, or to ths 
people of the free States for homests ads, whil. 
they are the assets of a common Governms 
and ought to be appropriated to the paymey; 
of such public debt as may be due from thes 
United States. More particularly is this so 
when it is to be expected that in all probability 
the public debt would be a subject-matter of p¢- 
gotiation between the retiring States and the 
others. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I ask the gentleman 
from Georgia on what principle of public justic 
and fair dealing he asks that a discrimination 
should be made in favor of the debt now aboutt, 
be contracted? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. If the gentleman wil! eo 
back to some of the old loan bills passed by Coy- 
gress, he wil] find that the public lands have been 
specifically pledged for the paymentof that debt, 
And I say to the gentleman that, independent of 


dil, 


thi 
peculiar embarrassment under which the Treas- 
ury now labors, we should provide a sufficient 
security, so that the notes should not be sold be- 
low par. I believe they would be all taken by 
the creditors of the Government at par; but | 
think that, with thisadditional security, the not 
will pass from hand to hand at par, which would 
be important. 

So much for that amendment. I do not care 
to multiply remarks on that branch of the sub- 
ject. But I will state now, that in the fifteenth 
section of the bill I desire this amendment: 

That so much of the act entitled **An act authorizing a 
loan and providing for the redemption of Treasury notes,” 
approved June 22, 1860, as empowers the President to bor 
row a sum exceeding $10,000,000, is hereby repeated, it 


| being intended that the amount of Treasury notes author 


ized by the present act shall take the place of said loan 
beyond the sum of $10,000,900 already contracted for, 
The object of the amendment is this: last 
June Congress authorized a loan of $20,000,000. 
It will be remembered by the House, that on th: 
passage of that bill I desired to have Treasury 
notes issued instead of having a loan contracted. 
The House did not agree with me on that point, 
and was not favorable to the issuing of Treasury 


’ 


| notes. The consequence was, that I was forced to 


take the loan bill which passed on the 22d of Ju: 


| just as it had been offered by my colleague on th 
| Committee of Ways and Means, the gentleman 
> D 


from Maryland, [Mr. Davis.] 

If we had passed then a Treasury note bill, | 
have been informed by the Department that th 
Government could have got along without the 
slightest embarrassment; but that the loan bill did 
the Government of its embarrassments. And 
therefore itis that the necessity arises now for 
the passage of a Treasury note bill, or else sacri- 


fice $10,000,000 of the loan bill of the last ses- 


sion. When I say sacrifice, 1 mean that it could 


not be sold or negotiated except at a discount 
much greater than the officers of the Government 
would be willing to pay. 

ButI am informed by the officers at the Trea 
ury Department that, with these $10,000,000 of 
Treasury notes, they will not need for the presen: 
the ten or eleven million dollars of the loan ot thx 
last session, which is still subject to the disposal 


| of the Secretary of the Treasury, and whi sh he 


would be authorized at any time to negotiate, 
whenever it could be done on reasonable terns, 
which, as I have said, cannot be done at present. 
I therefore propose, inasmuch as this Is to be a 
substitute for the remainder of the loan author- 
ized in the last session, that the remainder of tliat 
loan shall not be negotiated. 

Mr. HOUSTON. IL have no particular objection 
to the bill as reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. I have certainly not had an oppor- 
tunity of examining itas I wold like to do before 
voting upon it; but, as at present advised, | slial! 
vote for the bill. 5 

I de not regard the amendment proposed by t 
gentleman from Georgia as very essential ln any 
of its aspects. I will not, however, on this occa- 
sion, attempt to discuss the grave question: 
finance which naturally grow out of the meus 
before the House. I wish simply to remark to 
the gentleman from Georgia, that, so far @s his 
amendment pledging the public lands for the re- 
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1860. 


demption of these Treasury notes is concerned, I 


regard it as entirely unimportant. Whether the 
nledge is made by the terms of the bill or not, the 
redemption. of such Treasury notes as shall be 
issued will rest upon the faith of the Government. 
Whenever the Government of the United States 
nroposes to make a loan in any shape, of course 
its faith, as well as its property of every descrip- 
tion, stands pledged for the redemption of that 
joan; and in this case, for the Government spe- 
cifically to pledge the public lands on any other 


description of public property, in my view, adds | 


no guarantee for its payment. 


If, under any circumstances growing out of 


the existing state of things, there should be the 
result of a disruption of the Government and a 
division of the States of the Union; if some of the 
States shall separate from the Government as it 
now exists, and a negotiation should occur, re- 
sulting in a portion of the public debt devolving 
upon the seceding States, as a matter of course 
all the public lands or assets of the Government 
will be divided equally with the debt; and itis 
therefore a matter of little consequence whether 
we pledge the public lands or not. If the disrup- 
tion takes place, these things must necessarily 
conform in the act of settlement. If, in the’set- 
tlement with the States seceding, justice fequires 
that a portion of the public debt should be as- 


sumed by them, the same principles of justice | 


and equity will require as well the distribution to 


them of a like portion of the property of the Gov- | 


ernment. Hence I regard the proposition of the 
gentleman from Georgia as unimportant in either 
aspect in which he has presented it, whether as 
giving greater security and greater confidence in 
these Treasury notes to those who may be called 
upon to receive them, or in view of the threat- 
ened disruption of the Union. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 
consent of the gentleman from Alabama, that he 
has taken into consideration, in his remarks, only 
the first portion of my amendment. The second 


I desire to say, with the | 


portion of my amendment, touching the public | 


lands, requires that all the money received into | 


the Treasury after the Ist January, 1861, from 
the sales of the public lands, shall be set apart for 
the payment of these Treasury notes. The gen- 
tleman only replied to that portion which pledegd 
the public lands to the final redemption or pay- 
ment of this debt. I desire that the fund out of 
which it is to be paid shall be provided for out 


of the sales of the public lands as well as to se- | 


cure their passage from hand to hand from the || 


Government at their par value. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The question has been 
asked as to the former practice of the Government 
in pledging the public lands of the Government 
for the payment of its debts. I believe the gen- 
tleman from Alabama and myself are the only 
members present who were upon this floor in 
1846, during the existence of the Mexican war. 
At that time a proposition was passed for the ne- 
gotiation of a loan, or the issue of ‘Treasury notes; 
and, if I am not mistaken, the proceeds of the 
sales of the publié lands were pledged for the pay- 
ment of the debt then authorized to be created. 
So far as I can recollect, that was the last occa- 


such a provision would be well enough; but in 
the event of its running over, I do not 
object to be accomplished by it. 

In that view of the case, possibly the latter part 
of this provision might give greater confidence, 


see any 


and cause these securities to pass without dis- 
count. 

Mr. Speaker, the main purpose for which | 
rose to address the House ina few remarks on 
this bill, was to reply to the suggestion of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
[Mr. SHerman,] and not with any view to go into 
a general discussion of our revenue and finances. 
I presume, sir, that none of us desire to do any 
such thing at this time. I understood the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means to 


state, that the troubles in the financial operations | 


of the Government, which now seem to impend 
| over us, grew out of the defects in the existing 
| revenue law. I may be mistaken, because I 
know how difficult it is to be heard across the 
Hall. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


bama misapprehends what I said. 


I said that 


tractions, the revenue now raised was not suffi- 
| cient to meet the expenditures of the Government; 


|| aside from all political troubles, all political dis- | 


that for the last three years we have been con- | 
stantly running into debt, at a time, too, when | 


nobody thought of secession or any question of 


| the kind; and that, therefore, it was necessary | 


either to reduce the expenditures or to increase 
the duties on imports in order to raise a larger 
revenue. That is what I said. 

Mr. HOUSTON. j 
laws at this time, sir, would not only be futile as 
a remedy for existing pecuniary difficulties, but 
it would even be an act of rashness. The rev- 
enue law under which we are now collecting our 
revenve has existed only for three years. Shortly 
after it was enacted and became the law of the 
land, we had a financial crisis which reduced the 
importations from foreign countries, and conse- 
quently largely curtailed the amount of the rev- 
enue of the Government. That could not have 


which existed prior to the law of 1857, for the 
latter reduced the duties upon imports. It wasa 
relief from the restrictions upon importation to 
| the extent of that reduction, and there naturally 
oughtto have beenan increaze and nota reduction 
of imports. 
sult of the change under other circumstances, but, 
sir, owing to the crisis I have already referred to, 


Any change of the revenue | 


been caused by the change of the law from that 


That would have been the natural re- | 


|| such was notthe result; and now, justas we have | 


sion on which a law has been passed pledging the | 


public lands for the payment of the debts of the 
Government. The gentleman from Alabama is 
conversant with the financial history of the Gov- 
ernment; and I desire to ask him whether there 
has since been any such law passed ? 

_ Mr. HOUSTON. I do not think there is any 
instance of recent date, excepting the one to which 
my friend from Illinois refers; and I believe there 
is a part of that debt which yet remains unpaid— 
1 do not know how much, for I have not exam- 
ined into these financial questions recently. 

One further remark, in reply to the gentleman 
from Georgia. So far as my vote may be con- 
cerned, I say that I am willing, if it be thought 
advisable, for the purpose of giving greater con- 
fidence to those who may be called upon to re- 
celve these Treasury notes in payment of the 
debts of the Government, to cast that vote for 
the gentleman’s amendment. But I regard it as 
entirely unimportant, in view of the probable 
separation of some of the States of this Union. 
‘i any event, the question whether such a pro- 
vision would be wise or not, depends very much 
“pon the time other debts are falling due. If there 


be a debt falling due, and pressing for payment, || sion of this subject. Idid not understand the |! this pledge, the object for which they were 


recovered from the troubles of 1857, we are again, 
three years afterwards, met by another financial 
crisis, caused by transactions and circumstances 
wholly disconnected from the legitimate exercise 
of our revenue laws. Events have transpired in 
all portions of the country which have destroyed 
the confidence of our fellow-citizens, one in the 
| other. They have destroyed the confidence of our 
| people in your banking system and in all your 
commercial operations. 

The country cannot be relievea until this crisis 
has passed; until matters are settled in some way 
by which we will have permanence, stability; by 
which, sir, we will understand what we are doing; 
when our commerce will again resume its natural 
activity, and go on prosperously, as it was doing 
not many months since. If | 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, he fully 
sustains the accuracy of the viéw I present. 
While we were suffering in a state of depression, 


from causes over which our revenue laws had no 
control; while, sir, we were emerging from that 


active, and the receipts from duties on imports 
were largely increasing; while everything seemed 
to be doing just as well as the most sanguine 


at that moment we are surrounded by political 
divisions and distractions, and other troubles of 
| the most serious character, which of themselves 
act upon your commerce and destroy confidence, 
and so again diminish the revenue of the Govern- 
ment. 


understand the | 


growing out of the crisis of 1857, which arose | 


depression; while our commerce was becoming | 


friends of the law of 1857 could have wished; just | 


While the existing condition of things | 
exists, the revenue will remain depressed, I care || 


not what revenue law nmay be enacted by Con- | 


gress. 


| Ido not, however, intend to provoke a discus- | 
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| dollars’ worth of imported goods; when, sir, the 


The gentleman from Ala- |} 


| which, upon its face, would be a sufficient argu- 


43 


gentleman from Ohio, as he has since explained 
himself. Being an advocate of the general prin- 
ciples of the laws of 1846 and 1857, l was unwill- 
sit quietly by and permit a remark, which 
L understood him to have made, to pass without 
saying as much as I have done : 

Mr. GROW. Lhave but a word to say in ref- 
erence to the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Crawrorp.} Before 
saying it, sir, | wish to give a brief answer to a 
remark which fell from the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, |Mr. Hovsron.] With your present scale 
of duties, in order to raise the current expendi- 
tures of the Government, as they have be en for 
the last two or three years, you must have an im- 
portation, in one year, of about four hundred 
and sixty or four hundred and seventy million 


ing to 


largest importation ever made in one year was 
only $360,000,000. Lf, then, your scale stands as 
it does now, you must import into the country, 
in order to yaise sixty-five or seventy million 
dollars, something about one hundred million 
dollars’ worth of goods more than was imported 
into the country in the most prosperous year, 
ment that your present revenue system will not 
meet the wants of the country under any state of 
the case. Yes, sir; the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment cannot be defrayed with the present scale 
of duties, unless you can increase the importa- 
tions of the country $100,000,000 over what they 
were in the most prosperous year; and when you 
do that, you will bankrupt the country in paying 
for those imported goods, 

jut to return to the amendment of the centle- 
man from Georgia, (Mr. Crawrorp,] which pro- 
poses to pledge the public lands—to place this as 
a mortgage upon the public lands of the country 
I am opposed to looking to the public lands as a 
source of revenue. | agree with General Jackson, 
who, in his message to Congress in 1832, advised 
the country to cease to look to them as a source 
of revenue. | am opposed to it, because | can see 
ro reason and no justice in imposing upon the 
pioneers who settle your wiidernesses, greater 
hardships than are incident to thetr lot. You now 
compel them, under the existing land policy of the 
Government, either tothe speculator or to the Gov- 


| ernment, to pay outof their hard earnings, without 


returning themany equivalent. By your land sys- 
tem you have already abstracted $1,600,000 ,000 
from the men who people your wildernesses, and 
you have not given them an iota of equivalent for 
it. ‘The day they took the lands they were not 


| worth any more than in the hour when they were 


created by God Almighty. By the land policy 
of the Government, sir, and by the legislation 
under it, you have abstracted the large amount I 
have stated from their hard earnings, while you 
have sent them forth to expel the savage and the 
wild beast and to build up great empires in the 
vilderness, leading the van of science and civil- 
ization along its untrodden paths. 

L agree with General Jackson in saying that it 
is time that the Government should cease to look 


| to the public lands as a means of raising revenue. 
| Therefore, | am opposed to any such system as 


would put a mortgage upon them. I prefer to 
leave them within the discretionary power of 
Congress, so that such disposition may be made 
of them as may be deemed best for the greatness 
and the glory of the nation. General Jackson, 


| in his annual message in 1832, meets the very 


point raised by the gentleman from Georgia, that 
these lands should be set apartus a fund, and that 
there was an obligation imposed upon the Gov- 
ernment in the articles of cession that the dispo- 
sition should be made of them which is now pro- 
posed. If there were any lands yet to be disposed 
of which were ceded by the original States, then 
it might be worth while to consider that point; 
but as very few of these lands are left, even if the 
argument were good, it could not control Con- 
gress in its action upon lands which were never 
ceded by any of the States of the Union. And 
then I quote General Jackson, even if the gentle- 
man’s position was a good one, to relieve the gen 
tleman, for [ trust he will not yet repudiate the 
authority of his wisdom and of his counsel to his 
country. Speaking upon this very point in his 
message, he says: 

** As the lands may now be considered as SS from 
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been accomplished, it is in the discretion of Congress to 
dispose of them in such a way as best to conduce to the | 
quiet, harmony, and general interest of the American peo- 
ple. ” * . * . . * . . 

« It cannot be doubted that the speedy settlement of these | 
lands constitute the true interests of the Republic. The 
wealth and strength of a country are its population, and | 
the best part of that population are the cultivators of the 
soil. Independent farmers are everywhere the basis of 
society and true friends of liberty.” ° * e S 

*“Itseems io me to be our true policy, that the public 
lands shall cease as soon as practicable to be a source of 
revenue, and that they be sold to settlers, in limited par- 
cels, at a price barely sufficient to reimburse to the United 
States the ¢xpense of the present system and the cost aris- | 
ing under our Indian compact.” 





That is the basis of the homestead policy—that 
you shall cease toexact from the pioneers who set- 
tle your wildernesses any of theirearnings, except 
such as may be required to pay the necessary ex- | 
penses of the land offices; and that you shal! not | 
compel them, in order to enjoy one of God’s bless- | 
ings to man, to devote the best half of their lives in | 


sustaining, in idleness and extravagance, non- || 


resident land speculators. They ask, under the 
homestead policy, that you shall no longer take 
from these men the privilege of enjoying this 
blessing, any more than you would take from | 
them the privilege of enjoying God’s sunlight 
and atmosphere, or quaffing from the rivers and | 
rills that flow from the mountains. 
r0licy of thisamendment you impose this burden, | 
»y tying up thediseretion of Congress; and I only | 
quote General Jackson to-day, to show that we | 
stand by the old hero of the Hermitage, whose | 
patriotism was no less than was the genial warmth | 
of his humanity for his country and his race. In | 
another part of his message he says: 


To putan end forever to all partial and interested le- 
gislation on the subject, and to afford every American of 
enterprise the opportunity of securing an independent free- 
hold, it seems to me, therefore, best to abandon the idea of | 
raising a future revenue out of the public lands.” 


And why should not the Government cease this 
policy, when it has taken this large amount from 
the earnings of men who have built up your great 
empires in the wilderness, whose bones and sin- | 
ews have laid the corner-stone of great empires, 
adding to the greatness and glory of the Republic, 
and contributing to the advancement of science 
and civilization? Sir, God knows that man is 
born to a hard fate enough who is born into this 
world of misery and woe, compelled from neces- 


sity to earn his daily bread by his daily toil, with- || 





out imposing upon him unnecessary burdens by | 
unjust legislation of his country. When you | 
take from him his earnings for the mere privilege 
of enjoying one of God’s blessings to man, what 
greater injustice can be perpetrated upon him? 
We ask, then, that these lands be set apart and 
dedicated forever in free homes for free men; and 
that no mortgage slral! be imposed upon them 
which shall bind the discretion of their repre- 
sentatives in their disposition of them. 

Mr.CRAWFORD. Lhave only a word to say 
in reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. I 
understood him to say that it required more than 
four hundred million dollars, at the present rate 
of duties, to raise sufficient revenue to carry on | 
the Government. 1 had supposed, from what I 
had heard so frequently fall from gentlemen upon 
that side of the floor, that, when they should take 
upon themselves the administration of the Gov- 
ernment, they would require nothing like the 
amount sahiah has been required during the Dem- 
ocratic Administration. 

Mr. GROW. What I stated was, that under 
the present seale of duties, if you raise sixty or 
seventy million, or thereabouts—which you must 
do if you pay the current expenses, a good deal 
less than they are now, and provide for a debt 
already incurred—you must have an importa- 
tion, under the present tariff, of not less than 
$450,000,000 of imported goods. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 1 understood the gentle- 
man perfectly. 1 knew his position. 


that I have no idea that his party will administer 
the Government for less than a Coie million, 
if the whole Government is administered. 

But he asks if there is any greater injustice than 
to deny to the pioneers who go out and settle this 
western country a title to the soil upon which 
they can settle. 
tice in taking this public land guns itaway, 
while its proceeds should be used as a common 


I only de- | 


sire to say, in reply to that portion of his remarks, | 


I think I can see a greater injus- | 





| these remarks were widely different from the cir- 
| cumstances which now surround us. It would be 


Under the |; 


|| under the act passed last June, the President has | 


|| notes in the place of the loan, and authorizes the 
| loan to be completed at some future time when- 





| made the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to set apart | 


|| first clause of the amendment, ending with the | 


fund for the purpose of carrying on the Govern- || 


| believe that, without pledging the public lands | 


| question. 


ment and paying itsexpenses. General Jackson 


and his message have been brought before the | 


- House and country by the gentleman from Penp- | 


sylvania, I believe, on more than four occasions | 
preceding the present time; and I will say that the | 
circumstances under which General Jackson made | 


much more unjust to us that the public lands 
should be given away, and that the tariff of duties 
should be raised to the very highest possible 
amount, and levied upon those of us who believe 
we pay the most of those duties. To give away | 
the assets by which the Government is to be sup- || 
ported; to give away the public lands to the peaple | 
of your States, and then raise the tariff of duties || 
upon us for the purpose of carrying on your Gov- 
ernment, seems to me to be an act of greater injus- 
tice than to refuse a mere gift to those persons who || 
may desire to go and settle upon the public lands 


Mr. GROW. IdonotknowthatI understood | 
the gentleman. I think he spoke of giving away 


the public lands to the people of a particular 
State. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Notatall. 

Mr. GROW. Under the homestead bill, the 
principle applies to all the States. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Solunderstand; yet the 
gentleman is well aware that it practically ex- | 
cludes the people of the southern States. 

Mr. GROW. I would ask the gentleman if 


there are not public lands in the southern States | 
still undisposed of? 


Mr. CRAWFORD. There are some lands 


Mr. GROW. Then, as the bill applies to all | 
the land States, how does it exclude them? 
Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman knows | 
very well that itis not to the public lands of those | 


at the West without the payment of money. 
| 
| 
| 
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States that he desires particularly that the home- || 


stead bill should apply. 
Mr. GROW. ae 

all the States. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire a vote now upon | 

the amendment which I have offered, and I call | 


I desire that it should apply to 


| the previous question upon it. 


Mr. BURNETT. Before the previous question 


| 
is called I wish to ask the chairman of the Com- } 


mittee of Ways and Means a question. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I withdraw the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to know how long, 


Mr. SHERMAN. Under the operation of the 
pending bill, the loan bill will be extended over, 
and the President will be authorized to negotiate | 
the balance of the loan to redeem these Treasur 
notes, and for no other purpose. 
ply substitutes, for the time being, Treasury | 


power to negotiate the loan of $20,000,000? 


ever the public credit will justify it. 
Mr. BURNETT. I would ask the chairman 
of the committee another question. Does he 


specifically for the payment of this public debt, 
the Treasury notes authorized by this act will | 
pass at par? | 
Mr. SHERMAN. Ihave no doubt of it. I 
do not believe that pledging the public lands will 
add one particle to their negotiability. It is the 
faith of the United States that gives these bonds 
credit, and not the mortgage of lands. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I now move the previous 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered. 

The first amendment proposed by Mr. Craw- 
FoRD was then read, as follows: 

At the end of the second section of the bill, insert: 


And the public lands of the United States are specifically | 
pledged for such payment and redemption. It is hereby | 





and apply all moneys which may be received into the | 
Treasury from the sales of public lands from the Ist day of | 
January, 1861, to such payment and redemption, until all | 
the notes issued under the present authority shall be entirely | 
paid off, according to the obligation expressed therein. 

} 

| 


Mr. PHELPS. I ask for a division of that 
amendment, so as to have a separate vote on the | 


word ‘‘redemption,’’ where it first occurs. 


which have not yet been disposed of. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


This bill sim- || 









Pecembed: te, 


uestion has been called and sustained. I raise 
this question of order: the gentleman from Mis. 
souri now proposes an amendment; he proposes 
to amend my amendment by striking out half of 
it; that is the legitimate effect of his motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. Under the rules, as modified 
at the last session of Congress, I believe any 
member is entitled to call fora division of the 
question after the previous question has been sus- 
tained. 

The SPEAKER. The rule will be read. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 


*¢ 46. Any member may call for the division of a question 
before or atter the main question is ordered, which shal| 
be divided, if it comprehend propositions in substance so 
distinct that, one being taken away, a substantive proposi- 
tion shall remain for the decision of the House.”? 

Mr. GROW. But how is this amendment dj- 
visible? That is the question. 

Mr. PHELPS. I call for a division of the 
question ‘‘after the main question is ordered,” 
and I am entitled to it. 

The SPEAKER. The call was in time under 
the newrule, and the question is on the first branch 
of the amendment, which will now be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

“ And the public lands of the United States are specifi- 
cally pledged for such payment and redemption.” 

Mr. LEAKE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 75, nays 124; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Barret, Bocock, Bonham, Bouligny, Boyce, Branch, 
Bristow, Brown, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, 
Crawford, Curry, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, 
English, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, 
Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John 'T. Harris, Hatton, 
Hawkins, Hill, Houston, Ifughes, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, 
Landrum, Leake, Love, Maclay, Mallory, Elbert 8. Mar- 
tin, Maynard, McKenty, McQueen, Miles, Milison, Laban 
T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Nelson, Niblack, Peyton, 
Phelps, are Quarles, Reagan, Ruffin, Sickles, Simms, 
Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stall- 


| worth, Stevenson, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Un- 


derwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, Whiteley, and 
Winslow—75. 
NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adains, Ad- 


| rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, 


Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, 
Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, 


| Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, 


Cox, James Craig, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, 


| Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, 


Ely, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Fouke, Frank, 
Gooch, Graham, Grow, Hale, Hall, Haskin, Helmick, 
Hickman, Hoard, Holman, William Howard, William A. 
Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, 
Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Logan, Longnecker, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Charles D. Martin, McClernand, Mc- 
Kean, McKnight, McPherson, Montgomery, Moorhead, 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Nixon, 
Noell, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, 
Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Chris- 
topher Robinson, Royce, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Stratton, 
Tappan, Thayer, heaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vandever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, 
and Woodruff—124. 

So the first branch of the amendment was 
rejected. 

During theyoll-call, 2 

Mr. BARKSDALE said: I desire to ask the 
preteens from Georgia if there is not a general 
aw pledging the public lands for the payment of 
all the outstanding liabilities of the Government? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. There is ho such law. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Then I vote “ay.” 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Illinois, stated that he had 
paired off on this question with Mr. Kunket; 
that Mr. K. was in favor of the amendment, and 
that he (Mr. Ropinson) was opposed to it. 

Mr. BARKSDALE stated that his colleague, 
Mr. McRae, was detained at home by indispo- 
sition in his family. , 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, when his name was 
called, said: Good faith to its creditors is, in my 
judgment, one of the first duties of a Government; 
and if the creditors of this Government demand 
mortgage security now, I think they ought to 
have it. 1 vote ‘‘ay.’’ 6 

Mr. LOVEJOY stated that his actlengun, Mr. 
Wasueurne, was detained at his room by indis- 
position. " 

Messrs. WASHBURN, of Maine, and ED- 
WARDS, made similar statements with regard to 
Messrs. Morse and Marston. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, the question recurred on agree- 


Mr.CRAWFORD. Itis too late; the previous || ing to the second branch of the amendment. 
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Mr. HOUSTON. I presume the second branch 
of the amendment falls with the first. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. {Cries of ** No!” 

ott? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I trust the House will not 
adjourn until this bill is passed. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Kentucky insist on his motion? 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. No, sir; I with- 
draw it. 

The question was then taken on the second 
branch of the amendment, and it was disagreed 
0. 

The question then recurred on the following 
amendment proposed by Mr. Crawrorp: 


Strike out the fifteenth section of the bill; which is as 
follows: . 

“Sec. 15. nd be it further enacted, That all moneys 
hereafter contracted for under the authority of an act en- | 
titled ‘An act authorizing a loan, and providing for the 
redemption of Treasury notes,’ approved June 22, 1869, 
shall be used in redemption of Treasury notes now out- 
standing, and those to be issued under this act, and to re- 
place in the Treasury any amount in said notes which 
shall have been paid and received for publie dues, and for 
no other purpose ;”’ 

And insert in lieu thereofthe following: 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, 'That so much of the 
actentitled “An act authorizing a loan, and providing for 
the redemption of Treasury notes,” approved June 22, 
1860, aa empowers the President to borrow a sum exceed- 
jing $10,000,009, is hereby repealed, it being intended that 
the amount of Treasury notes authorized by the present 
act shall take the place of the said Joan beyond the sum of 
$10,000,000 already contracted for. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I think that amendment 
would very seriously embarrass the negotiation 
of these Treasury notes. -The present loan law 
authorizes a loan of $21,000,000. Ten million 
of that amount has been contracted for. Eleven 
million is yet to be contracted for. By the pro- 
visions of this bill, Treasury notes are substituted 
for one or two years for the balance of the loan; 
but the loan is reserved, to be negotiated at a 
future time, and to pay off the Treasury notes. 
The amendment of the gentleman from Georgia 
repeals the balance of the loan bill, and will very 
materially affect the valuc of the Treasury notes. 
‘There would then be no provision for the pay- 
ment of the Treasury notes, except the ordinary 
revenues of the Government, which we all know 
to be wholly insufficient. 1 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to say, in reply | 
to what has fallen from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, that my amendment | 
simply repeals so much of the act of the 22d of | 
June last as authorizes a loan of $10,000,000. 
That is all that it does; and I beg gentlemen to 
remember that this Treasury note bill will not | 
expire, by its own limitation, until the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1863; and it is certainly reasonable to sup- | 
pose that the Government will be prepared to | 
make arrangements to meet these Treasury notes | 
before that time arrives. 

Mr. SHERMAN. With the permission of | 
the gentleman, I will say that, by the provisions || 
of the loan bill, the President of the United States 
is authorized at any time to contract for the bal- || 
ance of that loan, whenever in his opinion the | 
public service requires it. I take it, the gentle- | 
man from Georgia does not desire to keep outthe 
Treasury notesas a kind of currency. It would | 
be better to allow the Treasury Department to | 














recieve the Treasury notes, and substitute a loan. || 


Mr. CRAWFORD. By no manner of means 
do I desire to do that thing; but I cannot see why | 
the act of last session, authorizing a loan of 
$20,000,000, shall now, by this bill, be made to 
stand over to the Ist of January, 1863, in order | 
that we may provide to-day for the payment of | 
the $10,000,000 of Treasury notes to be issued; 
because, if they circulate as money, there will be | 
no necessity for their payment. The Treasur 
Department tell us that they can get on with 
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| The SPEAKER. 


| 
swer that question. I know that a loan could not | 
be negotiated as well by the Government as Treas- 
ury notes, which will answer the purpose. We 
can pass them at par; but if we attempt to nego- 
tiate a loan the loss wilt be heavy, and the Treas- 
ury Department say they can get along with 
$10,000,000 of Treasury notes. 

I will not detain the House longer, as I know 
gentlemen are anxious to adjourn. I ask for a 
vote on my proposition. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and, being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question oppined, 

Mr. BARKSDALE demanded the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. 

The nw and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 





by which the bill was passed; and also moved to || 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


PERPETUITY OF THE UNION. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I offer the follow- 


ing resolution: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, That we prop- 


erly estimate the immense value of our national Union to || 


our collective and individual happiness; that we cherish 
a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachnf$nt to it; that 
we Will speak of it as of the palladium of our political 
safety and prosperity ; that we will watch its preservation 
with jealous anxiety; that we will discountenanee what- 
ever may suggest even a suspicion that it can, in any event, | 
be abandoned, and indignantly frown upon the first dawn- 
ing of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country 
from the rest, or enfeeble the sacred ties which now link 
together the various parts; that we regard it as a main | 
pillar in the edifice of our real independence, the support | 
of tranquillity at home, our peace abroad, our safety, our 
prosperity, and that very liberty which we so highly prize ; 
that we have seen nothing in the past, nor do we see any- 
thing in the present, either in the election of Abrabam 
Lincoln to the Presidency of the United States, or from 
any other existing cause, to justify its dissolution ; that we 
regard its perpetuity as of more value than the temporary 
triumph of any party or any man; that whatever evils or | 
abuses exist under it ought to be corrected within the | 
Union, in a peaceful and constitutional way ; that we be- 
lieve it has sutlicient power to redress every wrong and 
enforce every right growing out of its organization or per- 
taining to its proper functions; and that it is a patriotic 
duty to stand by it as our Lope in peace and our defense in 
war. 


Mr. BURCH. I move thatthe House do now 
adjourn. ' 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Do I understand 
that my resolution will be considered the first 


thing to-morrow morning, if the House should | 
adjourn now ? 





the resolution is in order or not. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Then, I will have 


Mr. COX. [object to such an understanding. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Then I raise the 


ment while | am occupying the floor. 
Mr. BURCH. 

the Chair. 

the motion. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 


If so, Itsurely had the right to make 
I had the floor, and 


move an adjournment. I now, if there be any 
oa to the resolution, move to suspend the 
rules. 


Mr. WINSLOW. Irise toa point of order. 


which is not decided? 
There is. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 





$10,000,000 of Treasury notes, and they are per- 
tectly willing that we shall repeal so much of the 
act of last session as authorizes the issue of a loan 
of $10,000,000 by the Government. Wherefore, 
then, the necessity of giving them $20,000,000— 
$10,000,000 in Treasury notes, and a loan of 
$10,000,000 ? 
__Mr. MAYNARD. I would ask the gentleman 
if proposals have not already been issued for ne- 
gotlating the balance of the loan of $20,000,000 ? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Ido not know whether | 
proposals have been issued or not. I cannotan- | 


| Mr. ADRAIN. I move thatthe House do now 
| adjourn. 


| Mr. BURNETT. I desire to know whether 
there is not a motion now pending which calls for 


Mr. BURNETT. That will depend an whether | 


the floor in the morning if the House adjourn | 
now. 
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the courtesy of the gentleman from Illinois, and 
I moved an adjournment. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
ten minutes past four o'clock, p.m.) the House 
adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvrspay, December 11, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurury. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (No. 50) to construe the word “ mini- 
mum’’ price of the public lands, and for other 
purposes, received from the House of Represent- 
atives yesterday, was read twice by its tive, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS, 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the following 
bills, received from the House of Representatives 
yesterday, were read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance: 

A bill (H. R. No. 861) making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States fer the year ending 30th June, 


| 1862; and 


| point of order that the gentleman from California | 
| [Mr. Burcu) has no right to move an adjourn- 


| believe | was recognized by 


did not yield to the gentleman from California to | 


Is there not already a question before the House || 


My motion being | 
entered on the Journal, I am now willing to give | 
|| way to a motion to adjourn. 


| the action of the House prior to the consideration | 


of the gentleman’s resolution. That question is 


A bill (H. R. No. 862) making appropriations. 
for the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending the 30th June, 1862. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. HUNTER. I inquire of the chairman of 
the Printing Committee whether the reports of 
the Departments have been ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FITCH. The usual number has been 
ordered. By the way, if I mistake not, the ques- 
tion is now pending on a motion made by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, |Mr. Haxe,} to 
reconsider. I presume the Senator will withdraw 
that, and permit the question to be put. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion has 
already been withdrawn, by the consent of the 
Senate, as the Chair understands. 

Mr. FITCH. ‘Then | suppose it is in order 
to the question on printing the usual number; 
or has that question already been put ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair regards 
that order as having been made. 

Mr. FITCH. Then | offer the following res- 
olution: 


Resolved, That extra numbers of the message of the 
President, with the accompanying documents, be printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
ask for the present consideration of the resolu- 
tion ? 

Mr. FITCH. I suppose that it should be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing, according to 
the usual course. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


ferred. 





It will be so re- 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 
Mr. COLLAMER. 


Mr. President, I wish to 


| call up the House bill of the last session for the 


admission of Kansas, with a view of making it 
the order of the day for some future day. I de- 
sire to have it made the special order for Tuesday 


| next. 


Mr. GREEN. I object to taking it up now, 
and I will give a reason for it. There are certain 


| laws, not yet received from that Territory , which 


I think have an important bearing on the bill, and 
we expect them every day. I sent to the State 
Department for them last week. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Territorial laws? 

Mr. GREEN. ‘Territorial laws. I therefore 
object to making any special order of it now. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is already a 


| special order on the Calendar. 


« 


Mr. GREEN. It can remain as it is. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, we are all 


aware that our list of special orders, made from 


time to time, covers a large number of bills, some 
of which will never be reached at all. If we wait 
for it to come up on the list of special orders, we 
may wait a long while. [ therefore ask that it 
be taken up, with a view of fixing a day for its 
consideration. 

I do not know, Mr. President, what the gen- 


on excusing the gentleman from Florida from ser- || tleman alludes toas being important. If he thinks 


| 
| 
| vice on a committee. 


Mr, ADRAIN. I believe I had the floor, by | 


the information to which he alludes is important, 
that is enough for me, and that might constitute 
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a reason for postponing ~ consideration of the | 


bill to some other day; but I can see no reason 
why we should not take itup and fixaday. If, 
when that day arrives, the gentleman has any 
reason for postponemer?, it ean be postponed of 
course; but { wish to putitin the progress of pro- 
ceedings. When the time shall come, which we 
fix as the day for it, if the gentleman states that 
he is in expectation of important information, we 


may postpone it; but that is no reason why it 
should not be taken up and some measure of pro- 
ceeding now imitiated in relation to it. 

Mr. GREEN. I ean only say that I havea 
reasonable expectation of that kind, and I do not 
name it for the mere purpose of delay. 

Mr. COLLAMER.,. If the gentleman heard 
me, he would know I| did not intimate that he had 
such a purpose. If he considers it important, it 
rh for me; but the time for using it for 
ah lay would be when we come to consider 
bill, when it com There is no reason why 
we should not take it up and intitiate proceedings 
on it, 

Mr. GREEN. 
we should not. 
will 
until 


Is cnoug 


3 up. 


It isa very strong reason w hy 
I do not know what moment it 
lam waiting for it every day, and 
does arrive amd the information 


arrive. 
the day 


the | 


comes, lam not prepared to actupon the subject. | 


Now, if we take up the bill and make it a special 
order, when that order comes up, the information 
may not be here, or it may. Let us therefore 
wait: and when the information comes, I will no- 
tify the Senator the very moment it does come, 
and | will meet the 
gle objection. That, however, 1 do not know; 
but it may be without a single objection; but I 
say itis proper, if we need that information, not 
to make the bill a special order until we get it. 
I therefore object to it, and hope it will not be 
taken up, and not be made a special order, 

The motion was agreed to; there being 


f,ona 
division—ayes 23, noes 18. 


issue, perhaps, without a sin- | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is now 
before the Senate. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Inow move thatit be made | 


the special order of the day for Tuesday next, at | 


one o’clock. 

Mr. GREEN. 
be acceptable. Iwill not say one word against it; 
butaif, when that day arrive s, | donot ret the evi- 
dence that | expect, or find that Lam deceived, 
one or the other, I shall then ask a further post- 
ponement, 

Mr, SEWARD, and others. 


Very well. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 


PETITION AND MEMORIAL. 


Mr. GRIMES presented the petition of John 
Devault, praying an increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BINGHAM presented the memorial of 
Lieutenant George L. Hartsuff, 
States Army, praying to be reimbursed for the 
loss of public property, while in his charge, by 
the wreck of the steamer Lady Elgin, on Lake 
Michigan; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and Milita. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. PUGH. 

the Senate to introduce a bill without previous 
notice, 


Leave was granted; and the bill (S. No. 518) || 
the relief of William A, Linn’s estate was || 


jor 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. PUGH. That bill passed both Houses at 
the last session, and was sent to the President 
too late to be examined. It has been considered 
in the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate; 


I ask the unanimous consent of 


I do not know but that day may | 


of tho- United | 


and as there is, therefore, no necessity for its | 


reference, 
passage 

Mr. KINC I think it better that it should be 
referred, and | hope the gentleman will consent 
to its being referred. 

Mr. PUGH. Very well; let it be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

It was so referred. 


CHAPLAIN OF THE SENATE, 
Mr. BRAGG. 
exists whether the Chaplain elected by this body 


at the last session was elected for the Congress 
or for the session alone. With a view of remoy- 


I trust there will be no objection to its | 


I understand that some doubt 
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ing all doubts on the 7 Ch, I ole: the Sellow- 


ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Chaplain elected by the Senate on 
the 15th day of December, 1859, to officiate on the part of 
the Senate at the last sessign, be continued during the 
present session of Congress. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD REPORT. 


Mr. HALE. It will be recollected that at the 
close of the last session I offered an order, which 
was referred to the Committee on Printing,.and 
a favorable report was made on it, for printing 
the eleventh volume of the Pacific railroa report. 
Objection was interposed to the consideration of 
that resolution on that day, being the last day 
of the session, and it was hid over. I ask that 
it be now taken up and considered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will say 
to the Senator from New Hampshire, that the 

| resolution to which he refers is not on the Cal- 
endar of the last session. There is, however, a 
resolution introduced by the Senator at this ses- 
sion. 

Mr. HALE. There is a mistake, then, owing 
to the confusion on the last day of the session. 
A resolution was presented, and objection was 
made to its consideration, I think, by the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Brace.] 

Mr. HUNTER. I think, at any rate, it had 
better go to the Committee on Printing. What 
it was proper to do last year, may not ‘be proper 
this year in the present state of the Treasury. 
We have ® money to waste on printing. 

Mr.HALE. Well, let it go to the Committee 
on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator con- 
sents to a reference to the Committee on Printing 
of the resolution introduced by him at the present 
session. 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Printing; and is as follows: 

Ordered, That the same number of the eleventh volume 
of the Pacific railroad report, containing the maps and 
charts of the surveys for a railroad from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean, as of the preceding volumes, be 
published for the use of the Senate. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


Mr. IVERSON. I move that the papers, on 
the files of the Senate, in the case of Elizabeth 
Spear, be withdrawn from the files, and delivered 
to the party or her agent, for the purpose of pre- 
senting them at the office of the Commissioner of 
| Pensions. It is ar application for a pension. 

There has been no adverse report. 
| Leave was granted. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


| <A mesgage from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, i its Clerk, announced that the 
| House had passed a bill (No. 863) to autlorize 
| the issue of ‘Treasury notes, and for other pur- 
poses, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
| was requested. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move that the bill from the 
| House be taken up, and referred to the Committee 
on Finanee. 
The bill was read twice by its title. 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Secretary will 
have that bill printed to-day, as I shall probably 
ask the Senate to consider it to-morrow. 


PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT. 


The message further announced that the House 
had ordered, on the 10th instant, at twelve o’clock 
and ten minutes, the printing of a letter from the 
Secretary of State, transmitting an abstract of 
returns of registered American seamen. 


REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether the expenses of that branch of 
the public service cannot be reduced, without detriment to 
the public service ; and if they can, they be further in- 

| structed to report to what extent, and what particular 
branch or branches of that service can be dispensed with 
or reduced. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no pe- 


|| titions or reports, the business next in order will 
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‘be the resolution offered by: he Senator Som 
Missouri, [Mr. Green,} which the Secre tary 
will read. 

Mr. GREEN. I do not desire any action oy 
that resolution now; it may lie on the table for 
the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie on the 
table for the present, if there be no objection. 

Mr. HALE. [hope the subject on which th, 
Senate adjourned yesterday may be taken up, on 
which the Senator from Pennsylvania has th 
floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will come up 
at one o’clock as unfinished business; but as it js 
the only business on the table, if it be the pleas- 
| ure of the Senate it can be taken up now. 

Mr. CAMERON. [| hope the Senate will take 
_up House bill No. 338, for a revision of the rey- 
enue laws. We have no money in the Treasury. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved to tak, 
| up the bill (H.R. No. 338) to provide for ty 
paymentof outstanding T reasury notes, toauthor- 
ize a loan, to fix the duties on imports, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will only say that I hope 
that bill willnot now betakenup. We have sub- 
jects enough for discussion. That bill is not going 
| to provide revenue. I think we shall have other 
| things to engross us, without bringing in that sub- 
| ject of discussion now. It is for a majority to 
| determine, however. 

Mr. CAMERON. It seems to me there can 
be nothing more appropriate than this just now, 
when we have no money in the Treasury. La- 
borers everywhere are dismissed; persons in the 
| employ of the Government are dismissed for want 
of money. This bill will, l think, provide money. 
On a division, there were—ayes 24, noes 25. 


Mr. CAMERON. I ask for the yeas and 


mr 
he yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
| taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, Cam- 
eron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doo 
little, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Kennedy, King, Seward, Simmons, Sum 
ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wil- 
son—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bragg, Brown, Cling 
man, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwiu, 
| Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Lane, 
Latham, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Sauls 
bury, Slidell, Thomsen, Wigfall, and Yulee—27 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is befor 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, and th 
ene is onthe amendment of the Senator from 

regon, [ (Mr. Lane,] which the Secretary will 
rea 

The Secretary read the amendment, as follows: 
That the act entitled ** An act reducing the duty on im- 
| ports, and for other purposes,’’ approved July 30, 1846, be, 
| and the same is hereby reénacted and reéstablished in every 
section, schedule, and clause thereof; and that the act en 
titled ** An act reducing the duty on imports, and for other 
purposes,’’ approved March 3, 1857, and all other acts and 
parts of acts inconsistent with said actof July 30, 1846, be, 
and the same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. HUNTER. I thought the bill was taken 
up in order to make it the special order; not for 
its present consideration. 

Mr. LANE. I move that the bill and amend- 
ment be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will merely remark that 
the bill has already been referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Finance, and reported back. 
| Mr.GREEN The amendment has not been 
| referred. 
| Mr. COLLAMER. That does not require a 
| reference. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firz- 
| PATRICK in the chair.) The question is on the 
motion to refer, 
Mr. GWIN. 
| that question, 
| The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bragg. Brown, Cling 
man, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Grimes, 
Gwin, Hemphill, Hunter, [versan, Johnsou of Teune ssee, 
Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, 
yeh » Saulsbury, Slidell, Thomson, Wigfall, and Yulee— 

NAYS — Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, 
Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, 
Harlan, King, Seward, Simmons, Summer, ‘Ten Eyck, 
Trambull, Wade, W ilkiuson, and Wilson—27. 


So the motion to refer was agreed to. 





I ask for the yeas and nays on 
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THE STATE OF THE “UNION. 
» PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 


further business now to be pre »sented to the Sen- 
a . Chair will take up the resdlution of the 
; > 

<.nator from Kentucky, [Mr. Powe t.} 

The Secretary read ‘the resolution as it now 
<tands, as follows: 

Re »ived, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the present agitated and distracted condition of 
the country and the grievances between the slaveholding 
an d the non-slaveholding States, be referred to a special 
committee of thirteen members; and that said committee 
be instruc ted to inquire into the present condition of the 
0 intr’ y, and report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. BIGLER. 


I took the floor, Mr. Presi- | 


dent, yesterday afternoon, for the purpose of | 


making a ver 
happy condition of the country. lintended then 
only to say What was necessary to indicate my 
own position on the great question which is agi- 
tating the people of this country. ‘That is my 
ouly purpose this morning. I shall reserve for 
me subsequent occasion, when pe rhaps this 
hole subject will be more fully before us, the 
dise sission of the main question which it neces- 
s y prese nts. 

Sir, it was too truly remarked by the Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Davis} yesterday, that we 
have falle n on evil times. It 1s too sadly appa- 








few remarks on the present un- | 


rent that this geeat Re spublic of ours is in Immi- | 


nent danger of dissolution. The whole political, 
social, and commercial system is seriously dis- 
turbed, and shows unmistakable evidences of 
iopression and distress. Commerce, trade, and 
a wees, are disturbed. The banks have 
deem their notes in spec ie, and the Treasury 
e United States is unable to meet the current 
d uaa upon it. 
seems to have spread over the entire country. 
Why is all this? Have the great elements of 
prosperity, progress, and general thrift in the 
country, become suddenly exhausted ? No, sir; 


Indeed, sir, a general gloom | 


ceased | 


these were never more abundant than now. What | 


is it,then? Why, sir, disguise it as you may, 
this sad picture is the result of a political panic. 
I almost shrink from enunciating the precise 


cause, obvious as I think it is to every Senator, 


and to every intelligent man in the land. The 
startling cause is, that men are beginning to doubt 
the integrity and future existence of this Union. 
State after State has taken steps onthe subject of 
withdrawing from this Confederacy. We hear 
of Legislatures being assembled, conventions of 
the people being ordered, all to consider the grave 
question whether our relations are to continue or 
not. Itis not singular, then, that we have seen 
manifestations of deep concern and distress in 
the land. 

Sir, this is a startling picture; but it seems to 

‘it is the part of patriotism and duty to look it 

fuirly in the face. My own impressions first 
were, that the less that was said here the beiter. 
I have ¢ thanged that impr ssiou. I believe that 
the times require that the public men, the selected 
men of the nation here, should come up to this 
great question. Let the people understand what 
view Is taken of it here. 
to separate myself as far as possible from past 
prejudices and party allegiance, and consider the 
condition of the country in a spirit of devotion 
to its interest. 
bie position of the Senator from Connecticut, 


For onc, Lam prepared | 


I most heartily commend the no- | 


[Mr. Dixon.] Without understanding the desires | 


of the men of his own party, as he has told us, 
regardless of his connection with them, of his 
party prejudices—for I believe he is a friend of 
the President elect—he has come boldly forward 
and taken his position for the Constitution, for 

‘Union as made by the Constitution, for the 
sasalite of the States, and for justice among the 
citizens of the States. Sir, | extend to him the 


hand of fellowship, and I meet him in the same | 


spirit, and under the same circumstances, for I 
have no idea how my views will be received on 
this side of the Chamber. In the spirit of the 
Senator from Lilinois on thisside, [Mr. Douvetas,] 
I] go with men of any party, and men of every 
party who will deyote themselves to the great 
work of rescuing the country from the impend- 
ing danger, 

Mr. President, for weal or for woe, lam a Union 
man. Lam for the Union as made by our fathers. 
! am for the constitutional Union as it is, and, in 
the spirit of the remark of the Senator from Cali- | 
fornia yesterday, | expect to be of and for the 


| knowledge, as they are aware, the justice of some 


Union as it is to na Whatever a humble 
vidual like myself can do, or suffer, or 


up. 

But, sir, what can be done? I think the motion 
of the Senator from Ke enineky, to refer so much 
of the President’s message as refers to this sub- 
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indi- | 
\ sacrifice | 
in the cause of the Union, shall be freely offered | 


ject to a select committee, is a movement in the 


right direction. I thank the Senator for 
I shall cheerfully vote for its adoption. 

I was somewhat surprist d at the view taken 
of that proposition by the distinguished Senator 
from Virginia, [Mr. Mason.] ‘That honorable 
Senator said he would vote for the resolution as 
a mere matter of parliamentary courtesy, because 
the message should be referred to a committee. 
He said that much, lest his vote might be misun; 
derstood by his constituents, that they should be 
under the impression that he had concluded that a 
remedy forthe present difficulties which beset the 
country could be instituted, while, in his judg- 
ment, Congress could do nothing on that subject. 


it, and 


That honorable Senator must know that, in some | 
way or other, any adjustment that may be made on | 


this subject must, to some extent, be connected 
with Congress. Congress must necessarily be con- 
nected with it, unless it be the question of seces- 
sion, which belongs to the States only. If it be 
possible to agree upon an adjustment in the shape 
of a law, then Congress and the Executive will per- 
form the whole work. Ifthe committee should find 
that a required an amendment to the Constiuttion, 
then C 
and submit it for the approval of 
else, when two thirds of the States 
gress, provision must be made for 


the States, or 
patition Con- 
a convention 


Songress must either adopt that amendment | 


of the State 83 SO that, in any event, congressional | 


action will be necessary. ‘That is a reason why 
there should be no hesitation whatever in con- 
sidering the question here, and inquiring calmly, 


soberly, and earnestly of each other what can be | 


done to rescue the country. 


Sir, I have a word or two to say specially to my | 


friends on this side of the Chamber—I mean those 
from the far-off South; those with whom I have 
so long and cordially codperated here 
rights [ ze alously contended lo ne be fore I met 
the *m on this floor; whose cause has been our 
cause in the North; and whose ¢ause, to some ex- 
tent,in the late contest for President, fifteen hun- 
dred thousand northern menembraced. It scarce y 
becomes me to undertake to judge of their case 
I confess. I am, perhaps, inc apable of ap pre- - 
clating their precise position and feelings. | ac- 


of their ‘compl uints. I ac knowle dee that there 
has been kept up a war of aggression upon their 
feelings, well calculated to alienate them from the 
people of the North; that in some instances their 
clear constitutional rights have been vexatiously 
embarrassed, and at times defeated; and further- 
more, that the party about to assume the reins of 
Government, in the late contest avowed doctrines 
| Which, in my judgment, are inconsistent with the 
| equality of the States; for so I regard the doc- 
trine of the exclusion of the owner of a slave from 
the common Territories unless he leaves his prop- 
erty behind him. But, Mr. President, is disso- 
lution a remedy? Is that the best and wisest of 
all the alternatives left? Has the time come to 
embrace that remedy? I think not. I said be- 


fore, that it was not for me to speak of what con- | 


cerned them and their interests; but | say no more 


fatal step can be taken for the interests of the | 


great State which I represent here, and, as | verily 
believe , forevery other State in this Confederacy. 

I know, sir, it may be 
terday by the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
3ROWN, |—ihat war,and even death, are to be pre- 


ferred to dishonor, and that a State remaining in | 


this Union less than’an equal, denied of its con- 


| stitutional rights, is in some measure dishonored; 


but my friend from Missis ssippt, and those who 


| act with him, should view this question in more 


hopeful light. 


After all, Mr. Lincoln is in a minority of nearly 
nine hundre d thousand votes, and in his election 


the people of the United States have not passed | 


| judgment against the claims of the South to equal- 


| lly and justic e, 
"Mr. President, I want to cal! the attention of 
| those Senators and of their friends at home to a | 


|| particular point in this case. Ido not care toin- 
|| quire into the question of the right of secession, 


; for whose | 


said—it was said yes- | 
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Whether it be a right, or whether, when a State 
withdraws, itis re volution, the conse quence to the 
seceding State and to the remaining States will Le 
essentially the same, and the remedy, if remedy 
there be, will be the same. But the point I wish 
to make is this: even if it be a right, Is if just to 
the other States to resort to that re me dy until 
redress has been sought and denied at the very 
fountain of political power and authority, and 
through the precise channels in which this Confed- 
eracy was formed? I think not. Such pr recipitate 
action Is not just to their friends. Let the southern 
States ask the people of this Confederacy , si ‘parate 
and aside from ordinary political considerations, 
to consider and adjust this question. Let them 
ask redress for their grievances at the hands of 
| those who have the power to grant it, and in the 
form prescribed in the compact under which we 
live. If redress be denied, if two thirds of the 
States refuse to call a convention, or, calling a 
convention, if three fourths of the States decline to 
approve such amendments to the Constitution as 
they deem essential to the protection of their rights 
and to the maintenance of their equality in the 
Union, then the time will have arrived for cons 
ering this question of dissolution. But until all 
other means have been exhausted, it should not, 
cannot be seriously entertained. 

Mr. President, | am one of those who believe 
that the remedy for the present distracted condi- 
tion of the country, afte rall, must, sooner or later, 
come from the people, if it is tocome at all and be 
permanent. Idonotsay that amendmentsshould 
not be submitted here. I am by po means in- 
tending to indicate that the effort should not be 
made; but I do say that | have littke hope that 
measures of adjustment can pass Congress that 
will meet this case. Itis hardly to be expected 

|| that the politicians or partisans of the country 
| brought into position in the midst of party strug- 
gles, committed to one side or other of the contro- 
verted points, are prepared for this delicate wor k. 
It must gointo other hands. Letthe people select 
| representatives on this single subject alone, and to 
|| remedy the defects w hich. experience has shown, 
_ and if needs be, give new guarantees to the ag- 
grieved States. Then, sir, you willhave a single- 
ness of purpose, and our southern friends will 
| ascertain the real sentimentof the northern people 
| in reference to their rights aud position in the 
Union; and while I contess that all the 
scems to be on the other side, | have a belief that 
in such a test the conservative element of the 
North would prevail—that the South would be 
| met in a spirit of justice, fraternity, and even 
gene rosity, 

But it may be asked, as it has been already, 
| what is to become of the country in the mean 
time? What measures shall be adopte sd to arres 
| the progre ss of dissolution? ILconfess, Mr. Pres- 

ident, Lam not prepared to answer that questio 
That is more especially for our friends from iv e 
States which are moving for secession. If they 
know no means of arresting the progress of sep 
| aration, then, sir, we are truly in a hopeless con- 
dition. But I am not so despondent. I have 
sull hope that if there were such indications from 
the North of a disposition to deal kindly on the 
| subject; to hear their southern brethren fairly and 
| fully, and answer, if possible, favorably their 
| demands, there would be a feeling of reaction in 
the South; that men would rise above the mad- 
| ness of the hour, and stay the fatal step, at least 
for a brief season, and another effort would bi 
made to save the Government, and to satisfy | 
southern States that they can maintain their 
rights within the Union, 

Sir, | am not of those who view this dis 
lightly. Iam sensible that it is deep seated, and 
to some extent malignant, but not incurable, 
is not my purpose to talk of distinctive prop 
tions now; but I do say that the best pos ‘bh 
remedy that could be applie od, to silence forever 
the war of crimination in the North, would | 
to separate this question of slavery, as far as po: 
sible, from the popular elections in the non-s! lave- 

holding States. There are a class of men, we all 
know, | in the North, who are zealous and sincere 
enemies of slavery, and so long as they can dis- 
cover the slightest opportunity of interfering to 
|| perform what they call a duty, they will ke P u 

these assaults and an unjust war upon the feelin > 
| of the citizens of the southern State 13. Separaie 
ii thera entirely, so that they can have no connec- 
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tion with it; can in no way influence the question || There were a complication of influences against | committee. Ithas not been explained by the hon- 


of where slavery shall be, or where it shal! go, 
or whether it shall be carried into our new Ter- 
ritories, or even from the question of the admis- 
sion of a State, whether it be free or slave. 
How can that be done? Sir, I do not wish to be 
understood as presenting any view to which I 
shall adhere with tenacity. Peitee out general 
views for what they are worth. I am so con- 
vinced of the wisdom and the true policy of main- 


taining this Confederacy entire, that I will resort || 
to any honorable expedient, any reasonable meas- || 


ure to save it. I think the people of the North 
would go very much further than their represent- 


us, and among them the most potent, next to | 


this slavery agitation, was the question of the || 


tariff. The operatives in the manufacturing es- 
tablishments and the mines away down in the 
earth had felt and believed that the policy of the 
| Democratic party was prejudicial) to their inter- 


| ests; and &t the late election, though they were 


| 


} 


atives on the Republican side believe, in order to | 


accomplish this desirable end. 
let the territory be divided from ocean to ocean; 


which it shall not be disturbed. Let us have a 
deep gulf or a high wall between the North and 
South on this subject. 

demon of discord 


If needs be, sir, | 


naturally with the Democratic party, they voted 
in a body against us. I doubt not that that vote 
was forty thousand in the State. No man is war- 
ranted, therefore, in assuming that the State of 
Pennsylvania will adhere to the distinctive doc- 
| trines of the Republican party. 1 do not believe 
a distinctive issue on the “ irrepressible conflict,”’ 
as usually interpreted in that State, would get 


i 


‘| one hundred thousand votes. No war of aggres- 
north of which slavery shall not go, south of || sion is intended by the pcople of that State. She 


If that will not allay the | 
, then, instead of the present || avoid even the appearance of wrong by discard- 


provision that Congress may admit States into | 


the Union—-which alone will induce a certain 


class of people to be anxious to elect anti-slavery || 


men, in order that they may keep outa slave 
State—I say, let the Constitution describe a State, 
fix its population and other elements, and pro- 
vide for its admission by a proclamation of the 
President upon the snablinhedaade of the facts. 
Then, sir, the North would be separated from 
this question; the North and the South, on this 
disturbing element, would be entirely free of each 
other; while all the other relations would remain, 
and this great Government go on performing its 
functions. We should retain its power, its prow- 


ess, its dignity, and its influence in the world. | 
If so, all 


Perhaps less radical changes may do. 
the better. 

The President of the United States, with pa- 
triotic desire to settle this question, has suggested 
what he supposed would be suflicient for the ex- 
igency. I must say, and I say it with regret, that 
I do not think his remedies will meet the case, I 
think, deeper and wider than the remedy. In the 
first place, the points presented by him embrace 
the controverted points over which parties have 
struggled for years; the very source over which 
the bitter struggle for ascendency was made in 
the late presidential contest. 
reason to anticipate their adoption by the dom- 
inant party in the North. 
would reach the seat of the disease if they were 


adopted; for my belief is, this war of crimination || 


and recrimination is the seat of this disease; and 
if you want permanent peace, you must strike at 
the seat of the disease; you must separate the 
non-slaveholding States from the question of sla- 
very, in order that the question may have no rest- 
ing-place in the northern mind. 

Honorable Senators yesterday said the hearts 
of men must be changed. The hearts of men 
ought to be changed. I trust in God’s name that 
many of them will be changed; but that is no 
work for politicians or Senators. It will be idle 
to hope for an escape in that way. You must 
separate the agitating cause, if you expect those 
men who are bitterly anti-slavery to drop the 
subject. I am of those who think they ought to 
have done so long ago. No man has given that 
feeling less countenance than myself. I have 
never been in a political struggle in my life that 
the rights of the South were not a leading issue; 


and never fallen that I did not fall by the weight | 


of a southern issue. 


ut, Mr. President, I do not know that I can | 


usefully pursue this subject further. I desire to 
say, however, in reference to my own State, not- 
withstanding its vote for the Republican candi- 
date at the late clection, that it is a conservative 
and a just State; that our southern friends can 
rely with confidence upon the future action of that 
State. If they ask redress in the form in which 


I have indicated, or any other on which the people | 


can act separate from other considerations, | have 
not a doubt that they would give all the guaran- 
tees which any reasonable southern man would 
demand. 

it may be said that, in a minority, as I am, I 
am not warranted thus to 7 for I should not 
ve regarded as authority; but, sir, every man of 
intelligence in my State knows that other potent 
influences than the mere distinctive principles of 
the Republican party weighed in the late election. 


And I can see no | 


Nor do I think they | 


| 
| 





| 


| will respond promptly to any demand for consid- 
| eration and for redress made in the proper spirit 
by her sister States; and I doubt not she will 


ing certain of her statutes, which, though in the 
| main a dead letter, have been made the subject of 
complaint. 

But, Mr. President, I should bé glad, indeed, 
| if Senators on the other side—those who speak 
| for the dominant party—would indicate what their 
| present views are. { think, sir, in the imminent 
peril that surrounds us, they ought to do at least 
this. It is no ordinary occasion. It is notatime 
when men may stand upon a mere partisan vic- 
tory. What is a party victory if the country is 
to be torn hy violence, by riot, and mobs, in your 
commercial cities, on questions of employment 
and bread? What is a party triumph worth if 
the Government should not endure? Sir, it is 
worse than a delusion. 

I know, Mr. President, the grave responsibili- 
ties that attach to what I say. I may be laughed 
at for much that I have uttered. Be it so. I 
would not have uttered it if I did not feel that the 
times require that every man, regardless of con- 
sequences, should perform his part. I shall only 
repeat, therefore, that in the rermaining part of my 
brief official career here, whatever it may be pos- 
sible for me to do to adjust these unhappy differ- 
ences, I shall do. I am not entirely despondent. 
I cannot bting my mind to realize a separation of 
these States, much less calmly to contemplate the 
consequences which would follow. 

Sir, let us, as one man, address ourselves to this 
| subject. Why should our friends from the far 
South desire to separate from those in the North 
who have so long stood by them? Why, gentle- 
men, more men in the States of New York and 
Pennsylvania alone espoused your cause in the 
late contest than can be found in all the States that 
are talking of separating from the Union. A mil- 
lion anda half of voters have, ina large measure, 
identified themselves with you in the issue against 
the black Republican party; and it is my impres- 
sion that, if this form of government remains, 
and the same issues are to be made four years 
hence, the Republican party, with its sectional 
flag, will be driven to the wall as completely as 
any party ever was driven in thiscountry. Iam 
no prophet, nor the son of a prophet; but I pre- 
dict that it is the last victory the Republican party 
will ever gain. Let us remain together, then; let 
us contend for your rights within the Constitu- 
| tion and the Union, and in a short time you who 
are now desponding and complaining and threat- 
ening disruption, will be the triumphant party; 
you and your friends north will control the Gov- 
ernment once more; and long ere that, I solemnly 
believe,if the effort be made in the right direction, 


| 
} 
| 








|| the people of this country will give all the guar- 


antees that the South, upon full reflection, will 
demand. 

Mr. IVERSON. Mr. President, like the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] who ad- 
dressed the Senate yesterday, I am not willing to 
vote for the resolution offered by the Senator from 
Kentucky; and I desire briefly, in justification of 
my vote, to set myself right before my constitu- 
ents; and I shall, therefore, give to the Senate 
and the country the reasons which influence my 
action. 








The purpose of this proposition is to submit 
all the difficulties which now exist in the public 
mind to a committee of thirteen. I do not ex- 
actly understand the object that is either intended 
or expected to be attained by the raising of this 


| 


| 


orable Senator who moved it, nor by any per- 
son who has addressed the Senate iii advocacy 
of the resolution. [f do not understand whether 
congressional legislation is to be invoked to ro. 
lieve us from the impending danger and difficyliy 
which threaten the Republic, or whether consti. 
tutional amendments are to be proposed to the 
States by the two Houses of Congress. {am 
not advised what is expected from this commit. 
tee; but, sir, whatever may be the object, (and 
it can certainly come but in one of two forms 
either in the shape of congressional legislation’ 
or in the shape of amendments to the Constity. 
tion,) in whatever form it may come, whatever 
design or object may be contemplated by the 
mover of the proposition and its friends, I haye 
no confidence whatever in the accomplishment of 
any good result from it. 

ow, sir, let us look at this question from a 
reasonable and common-sense ee: Isit 


| designed to frame congressional legislation to re- 


move the objections which the southern States have 
to remaining in the Union? Is it designed to in- 
troduce congressional legislation for the purpose 
of protecting the rights and equality of the south- 
ern States more than they are now protected b 

the present Constitution and the present laws? f 
80, what isthe congressional legislation proposed ? 
So far as the fugitive slave law is concerned, and 
the rights of the southern people to the recapture 
and reclamation of their fugitive slaves, and the 
obstructions and difficulties, insurmountable dif- 
ficulties, which are presented to the execution of 
that law by the vitiated public sentiment of the 





northern States, what more can Congress do than 
Congress have alreadydone? Wehave a fugitive 
slave law of which the South does not complain. 
Itis one sufficiently guarded and sufficiently strin- 
gent to accomplish all the objects for which it 
was designed, if there was a proper public senti- 
ment prevailing in the northern States. No better 
fugitive slave law could be devised by this Con- 
| gress orany other. Ithas every provision which 
the South has everasked ordemanded. It clothes 
the judiciary and Executive of this Government 
with ample powers to execute the law, as much, 
at any rate, as could be put into-the hands of 
those two departments of the Government. We 
do not complain that any Executive heretofore 
has ever been derelict in the discharge of his duty 
in the execution of this law. Mr. Fillmore was 
the President when the law was passed, and it 
received his sanction; and I am ready to say here 
in my place in the Senate, that, so far as he was 
concerned, I believe he carried it outin good faith. 
So did General Pierce; so has the present Execu- 
tive done. So far as they have had it in their 
power to execute this law, it has been done faith- 
fully, I believe, by every Executive. 

But, sir, how has it performed its duty ? How 
has it accomplished its object? We know well 
that no slave has ever been reclaimed under it 
from the northern States, except under circum- 
stances of the greatest difficulty and danger to the 
owner, and sometimes even attended with the 
loss of life. This is not owing to a defect in the 
law, but to the fact to which no sensible and im- 
partial man can shut his eyes, that the * irre- 
pressible-conflict”’ idea, the vitiated public senti- 
ment of the northern States, is so strong against 
slavery that no law Congress could enact would 
ever be executed while that public sentiment lasts. 
We all remember the case of Gorsuch in Penn- 
sylvania—in the conservative State of Pennsy!- 
vania, represented so worthily by my distin- 
guished friend on my left, [Mr. Bicter,}—and 
even recently in the other conservative State, 
New Jersey, which did, to some extent, reclaim 
itself from the imputation of being an abolition 
State, in the late election; even there, the law has 
not been executed, but a recent occurrence eX- 
hibits its total inadequacy to perform its office. 
And so in every other of the free States. It is 
true that now and then a fugitive slave is re- 
claimed in the northern States; but it has to be 
done at the point of the bayonet, and at an ex- 
pense of ten times the value of the slave, to the 
owner and the Government. Why is it? Not 
because the law is defective; but, as I said, be- 
cause public sentiment is defective. 

Nor, sir, do | charge the failure of the execu- 
tion of this law upon the personal liberty bills, of 
which so much complaint has been made. No, 
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